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INTRODUCTION. 


HE  following  fheets  are  the  fubftance  of 


two  fpeeches  delivered  by  the  Author 
in  the  Jacobin  Club  of  Paris  on  the  2d  and 
1 9th  of  May  : they  were  intended  as  anfwers 
to  a famous  Addrefs  of  Briffot’s  to  his  Confti- 
tuents,  in  which  he  accufes  the  Jacobin  Club 
of  being  the  authors  of  the  misfortunes  and 
difbrders  of  France. 

It  was  in  confequence  of  the  following 
Pamphlet,  that  the  Municipality  of  Paris,  and 
Jacobin  Club,  preicntcd  to  the  Conven- 
tion their  famous  petition  againfl  the  Briffotin 
Faftion,  as  they  termed  it,  when  tlicic  two  bo- 
dies, and  the  armed  force  of  Paris,  fixrrounded 
the  hall  of  the  Affembly,  and  forced  the  Con- 
vention to  declare  traitors  to  their  country  the 
majority  of  that  very  Convention  ; by  which 
means  they  firmly  fixed  the  defpotic  power  of 
the  city  of  Paris  over  every  other  part  of  the 
empire,  and  brought  about  the  third  Revolu- 
tion in  four  years,  that  of  the  3 iftof  May  1793. 

The  deftruftion  and  mafiacres  of  Lyons, 
the  perpetual  guillotine  in  conftant  requisition 


at 


INTRODUCTION. 

at  Bourdeaux,  twenty-ftven  RepreftntatiVes 
bf  the  people  put  to  death,  feven  in  a ftate  of 
outlawry,  and  feventy-five  in  a ftate  of  accu- 
fation,  where  accufation  is  condemnation  ; all 
theft  events  the  effeCts  of  the  following  pages 
give  them  a confequence,  they  are  neither  en- 
titled to  from  their  matter  or  their  ftyle. — 
The  tranflator  has  endeavoured  to  copy  the 
Author’s  ftile  with  his  thoughts,  and  give  to 
his  readers  a fpecimen  of  that  coarfe  and  fal- 
lacious eloquence,  with  which  theft  bloody 
men  promulgate  their  murdering  principles  ; 
if  therefore  from  a defire  to  follow  too  cloftly 
the  ftnfe  and  manner  of  his  Author,  he  un- 
avoidably deviates  into  gallicifms*  and.  an  in- 
correct mode  of  writing,  he  trufts  to  the 
candour  of  the  public  to  excufe  the  errors  on 
account  of  the  motives. — He  was  chiefly  in- 
duced to  this  undertaking  from  adefireof  {hew- 
ing, that  all  the  aCtors  which  have  been  conti- 
nually drifting  on  the  horrid  theatre  of  France, 
each  in  their  turns  have  ^employed  the  fame 
means  of  profcription,  affafii nation,  and  tu- 
mult, to  obtain  their  ends,  fome  openly,  fomO 
with  affeCled  horror,  and  that  fooner  or  later 
each  drinks  the  bitter  cup  of  outrage  and 
death  he  adminiftered  to  others. 
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THOSE  furely  were  to  be  envied  who  were 
elected  Deputies  of  the  Convention.  Did 
there  ever  exift  fo  noble  a million  ? fuch  a favor- 
able opportunity  of  acquiring  glory  ? the  heir 
of  fixty-five  Defpots,  the  Jupiter  of  Kings, 
Louis  XVI.  become  a prifoner  of  the  nation, 
and  brought  before  the  avenging  fword  of  juf- 
tice;  the  ruins  of  fo  many  , palaces  and  caltles; 
the  wreck  of  the  whole  monarchy,  immenfe.ma-  - 
B terials 
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terials  in  our  hands,  with  which  to  build  the 
C.onlHiuti.on  i 90,000  Pmfiians,,  or  Auftrians, 
flopped  by  17,000  Frenchmen ; the  whole  na- 
tion arifen  to  exterminate  them  : Heaven  itfelf 
Uniting  with  our  arms,  and  fending  duxes  as 
auxiliaries  to  our  cannons  : the  King  of  Pruffia 
reduced  to  lefs  than  40,000  effective  men,  pur- 
fued  and  furrounded  by  a vi&orious  army  of 
110,000  men. — Belgia,  Holland,  Savoy,  Great 
Britain,.  Ireland,  a great  part  of  Germany,,  all 
pre  fling  forward  to  meet  Liberty,  and  publicly 
offering  up  vows  for  our  fuccefs.  Such  was  the 
date  of  affairs  at  the  opening  of  the  Convention. 
—To  create  the  French  Republic  ; to  diforga- 
nize  Europe  ; perhaps  to  purge  it  of  its  tyrants 
by  the  irruption  of  the  volcanic  principles  of 
equality.— Paris,,  not  merely  a. department,  but 
the  hofpitable  and  common  city  of  every  citizen 
of  every  department.  Paris  (which  only  fub- 
fifled  by  the  monarchy,  and  which,  however, 
has-xresated  the  Republic)  to  indemnify  for  her 
Ioffes,  by  placing-her.  between  the  mouths  of  the 
Rhineandthe  Rhone,  and  giving  Ker.a  maritime 
commerce^  by  the  formation * of;  ai  canal  and  a* 
port  .— Toavenge  liberty  and  democracy  of  their* 
flanderers',  by : the  profperity  oft  France,  by  her* 
laws*  by  her  artsy* by  hen oommerce,  * by  her  in-* 
' duftty,  liberated:  from  - aUxeftlaints  <; ; and  by  her 
exertions# > afloiufhing.eyen*  England.  Ima-word, . 
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by  the  public  diappinefs,  and  above  .all,  to  re- 
eftablilh  .the  people  (who,  till  our  days,  were 
reckoned  as  nothing,  and  whom  Plato  in  his 
Republic,  although  only  an  imaginary  one,  had 
devoted  to  flavery)  in  their  primitive  rights,  and 
to  recall  them  to  equality.  Such  was  tire  fu- 
blime  vocation  of  the  deputies  of  the  Conven- 
tion.— What  .foul  fo  cold  and  narrow,  but  what 
would  have  been  on  fire,  and  expanded  in  con- 
templating fuch  glorious  deftinies  ? Who  has  pre- 
vented our  fulfilling  this  talk  of  glory  ! In  which 
party  are  the  enemies  of  the  Republic,  the  fac- 
tious, the  true  lovers  of  anarchy,  the  confpira- 
tors,  the  accomplices  of  JDumourier,  of  Pitt, 
and  of  Pruftia  ? 

It  is  at  laft  time  to  point  them  out,  and  do 
them  juft  ice,  and  in  the  volume  of  fads  I am 
about  to. colled. againft  them,  I fhall  have  drawn 
up  their  indidments  for  the  departments,  and 
for  Jhiftory , I fhall  have  before-hand  pronounced 
the  univerfal  opinion  of  posterity* 

A few  days  fince  Pethion  uttered  his  groans  in 
thefe  terms  to  the  Convention  : “ of  what  ufe 
is  it  to  us  to  refute  a (lander — to-day  funk  to  the 
bottom,  to-morrow  it  fwims  on  the  fervice ; 
refuted  at  the  tribune,  and  driven  from  every 
B 2 mind. 
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mind,  the  next  day  it  again  appears  in  the  pub- 
lic prints,  and  is  hawked  in  every  ftreet.  When 
then  will  they  commit  to  writing,  and  not  to 
the  winds,  their  accufations  againft  us,  that  we 
Inay  anlwer  article  >by  article  ?” — You  fhall  be 
gratified,  Pethion,  you  and  yours;  I will  fet 
down  the  accufations  againft  you,  and  I am  cu- 
rious to  hear  how  you  will  anfwer  my  examina- 
tion on  fads. 

• But  in  the  firft  place  one  preliminary  obferva- 
iion  is-  indifpenfable.-^— There  is  little  candor, 
in  afking  from  us  fads  which  prove  confpiracy. 
The  only  trace  which  memory  yet  preferves  of 
the  famous  orations,  of  Briflot  and  Genfonne, 
in  which  they  attempted  to  prove  the  exiftence 
of  the  Auftrian  Committee,  is  the  principle 
they  had  laid  down.  That  in  confpiracies,  it  is 
abfurd  to  call  for  demonftrative  fads  andjudi- 
cial  proofs  : that  in  no  time  have  they  ever 
been  obtained,  not  even  in  the  confpiracies  of 
Cat  aline ; for  confpirators  are  not  ufed  to  be  fo 
unguarded  in  their  condud.  It  is  fufficient  that 
there  exifts  ftrong  probabilities  :-r— if  fo,  then 
will  I prove  againft  Briflot  and  Genfonne  the 
exiftence  of  an  Anglo-Prufiian  committee,  by  a 
colledion  of  probabilities,  a hundred  times 
ftronger  than  thofe  by  which  Briflot  and  Genr 
...  x ....  fo.nne 
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fonne  proved  the  exiftence  of  an  Auftrian  Com- 
mittee. 

I eftablifti  it  as  a fad,  that  the  right  fide  of 
the  Convention,  and  principally  their  leaders, 
are  almoft  all  partizans  of  royalty,  accomplices  in 
the  treafon  of  Dumourier  and  Bournonville ; that 
they  are  direded  by  the  agents  of  Pitt,  Orleans, 
and  Pruffia  ; that  they  wanted  to  divide  or  rather 
overturn  France  into  twenty  or  thirty  federative 
republics,  that  no  republic  might  exift.  I main- 
tain that  no  hiftory  can  furnifh  an  example  of  a 
confpiracy  more  clearly  proved,  and  by  fuch  a 
multiplicity  of  ftrong  prefumptive  proofs,  than 
the  confpiracy  of  thofe  whom  I call  Bri ffo tins, 
(becaufe  Briflot  was  the  foul  of  it)  againft  the 
French  republic. 

But  I will  go  back  to  the  firft  formation  of 
this  confpiracy.  Nobody  will  at  this  time  deny 
that  in  our  revolution  of  1789,  Pitt  did  not 
wifh  to  make  Louis  XVI.  repay  the  bill  of  ex- 
change drawn  by  cardinal  Richelieu  on  Charles 
the  Firft,  in  1641.  Every  one  knows  the  part 

that  cardinal  aded  in  the  divifions  of  the  long 
parliament,  when  he  penfioned  the  moft  zealous 
republicans  of  that  day.  Many  things  have 
fince  recalled  to  my  mind  the  rage  of  Briffbt, 
when,  near  three  years  ago,  an  ariftocratic  news 
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miter,  who  had  difcovered  the  accounts  of  ,the 
fecret  expences  of  Mazain  and  Richelieu,  found 
in  fhillings,  pence  and  farthings,  the  Turns  which 
tfhafe  minifters  had  paid  $&  Fiennes  .and  Hamp- 
den,, for  .their  zeal  in  calling  for  .a  .republic. 
Tfeofe  who  read  the  Patriot  Fxancais,  may  xe- 
fuember  -with  how  much  warmth  Rriffot  fear- 
ing jhe  application  of  that  fa&  to  himfdf,  be- 
jeame  thedhampion  of  the  dihnterefted  purity  of 
the  Englilh  republicans. 

Befides  this,  Pitt  wifhed  to  take  his  revenge 
for  the  fuc cours  accorded  ,by  V.ergennes  to  .the 
Junglifli  American  infurgeats-  But  to  the  great 
mortihcation  .both  of  Pitt  and  Briffot,  it  has  been 
difcovered  that  they  have  carried  liberty  beyond 
what  was  agreeable  or  convenient  to  England  r! 
and  Pitt  and  BrifTot  have  both  exerted  them- 
/elves  ,to  check  it.  When  general  Dillon  afferted 
near  four  years  hnce,  in  the  Tribune  of  the 
Conftituent  Affembly.,  that  he  knew  for  certain 
that  Briffot  was  the  emiiTary  of  Pitt,  and  found- 
ed his  horn  as  he  directed  $ few  people  minded 
him,  for  Dillon  was  an  arihocrate y but  thofe  who 
have  followed  the  marches  and  counter-marches 
of  Briffot,  frooi  the  time  of  his  writings  on  the 
colonies  and  the  ilave  trade,  till  the  evacuation 
of  Holland  and  the  Low -Countries,  mull  allow, 
that  in  that  immenfe  number  of  volumes  a 

(ingle 
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finale  page  is  fearccly  to  be  found-  whiclt  dbs** 
not  tend  to  die  advantage  of  England1  and’  Tier 
commerce,  and'  to  the  utter  ruin  of  France;- 

Wiilany  one  contradict  me;  in  what  I*  proved 
in  a fpeech  which  the  Jacobim  Society  ffilli  re- 
members, and  which  I fpoke  on  the  political 
fete*  of  the  nation  at  die  opening  of  tlieleghla- 
tive  affembly;  that  our  revolution  of  vf&y  was 
a piece  of  bufinefs  arranged  between  the  Ehgliili 
miniftry  and  a part  of  the  minority'  of  the 
nobleife,  prepared  by  fome  in' the  hopes  of  turn- 
ing- out  the  adhocracy  of  Verlailles",  and  thereby' 
to  poffefs  themfelves  of  their  cables,  houfesramf 
offices ; by  others  to  faddleus  with  a new  mailer^; 
and  by  all,  in  order  to  give  us  two  houfes  and  a 
oonftitution  like  that  of  England!  When5  I 
made  this  fpeechdo  the  fociefy,  on  the  21ft  of 
08:ober,  1789;  in  which  F (Hewed  that  the  roots' 
of  the  revolution  were  ariilbcrratic  ones-  when-' 
h fpoke  of  the  contrivers-  of  tlie 'revolution.  5 
now  fee  before  my'  eyes'  the  impatient  geitures' 
of  Sillery  and  Voidefj  yet  1/  but  gently  touched 
tirefe  cords-;  the  time' was' not  yet  come*:  it  was' 
neceflfary  to  compleat  the:  revolution  before* its 
Hi  (lory  was  written.  I only  wiflied  to  hint  to’ 
Sillery , that  his  mod  hidden  thoughts  did’ not 
efcape  us;  that  we  lield  him  in>  check,  and 
that  He  fhould1  not  imagine  thatirt  our  vilfe  tb 

him 
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him  the  harp  of  his  wife,  and  the  more  forcible 
allurements  of  his  fyrens,  had  fo  engaged  my 
attention,  that  my  eyes  and  ears  employed  alone 
in  admiration,  did  not  allow  time  to  my  obferving 
mind  to  follow  all  his  operations,  and  to  fketch 
his  plans  of  a republic. 

Will  any  one  endeavour  to  make  me  believe, 
-that  when  on  the  12th  of  July  1789,  I got  on 
a table,  and  excited  the  people  to  liberty — that 
it  was  my  perfualive  eloquence  which  half  an 
hour  afterwards  occafioned  that  general  commo- 
tion ; that  at  my  voice,  the  bulls  of  Or- 
leans and  Neckar  fuddenly  Halted  from  under 
ground. 

Do  they  imagine,  that  in  the  fifteen  days  I 
dwelt  with  Mirabeau  previous  to  the  6th  of 
O&ober,  on  which  day  I quitted  him,  I took  no 
heed  of  all  the  meafures  which  forerun  the  day 
from  the  fifth  to  the  fixth  ?— Do  they  imagine, 
that  when  I went  to  Mirabeau  in  the  very  inflant 
when  he  learnt  that  Orleans  was  fet  off  for  Lon-^ 
don,  that  his  anger  at  feeing  himfelf  deferted, 
and  his  imprecations  worthy  of  Philo&etes,  and 
thofe  of  his  Secretary,  and  the  petrified  air  of 
Servan,  and  in  that  very  tirrie  his  conne&ions 
with  the  Englifhman  Dumont,  and  the  Ge- 
nevois  Durouveray,  and  their  journey  back- 
wards 
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wards  and  forwards  from  Paris  to  London,  gave 
rife  to  no  conjedures  in  my  mind. 

Is  it  not  a fad,  that  BrifTot  was  the  Secretary 
of  Madame  Sillery,  or,  if  not  hers,  of  her  bro- 
ther de  Crefls  ? * Is  it  not  a fad,  that  BrifTot 
and  Laclos  (for  Danton  would  not  accede  to  it) 
were  the  unpunifhed  authors  of  the  fatal  [pe- 
tition of  the  Champ  de  Mars,  concerted  with 
La  Fayette,-}*  BrifTot  and  Laclos,  that  is  to  fay, 
Orleans  and  La  Fayette. — The  reader,  who  is  not 
perfedly  acquainted  with  the  prefent  date  of  af- 
fairs will  be  aflonifhed  to  fee  thefe  two  names 
coupled  together.  Have  patience  till  I have 
unravelled  the  intrigue,  and  all  furprize  will  be 
at  an  end. 

Is  it  not  a fad,  that  Pethion  made  a journey 
to  London  in  the  fame  carriage  with  Madame 
Sillery,  Mademoifelle  Orleans,  Pamela,  and  Ser- 
cey,  who  may  be  called  the  three  graces,  and 
who  clofely  prefTed  his  virtuous  and  luckily  cold 

# Chancellor  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans. 

t This  was  a petition  to  the  Aflembl y to  depofo  the  King-, 
and  eftablifh  a Republic,  when  his  Majefty  was  brought 
back  prifoner  from  Varennes.  By  the  orders  of  the  AfTem» 
bly,  and  thofe  of  the  Municipality,  M.  de  la  Fayette  di£» 
perfed  the  mob,  but  it  was  neceflary  to  order  the  national 
militia  of  Paris  to  fire  on  them,  by  which  near  20  perfons 
were  killed. 

C chafte 
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chafte  knee  5 and  on  his  return  was  he  not  elected 
mayor  of  Paris,  and  why  this  fufpicious  jour- 
ney ? What  important  negociation  made  it  ne- 
CefTary,  that  fo  great  a man  as  Jerome  Pethion 
fhould  pafs  the  fea,  and  confult  with  Pitt  ? 

Does  Pethion  think  I have  forgot  the  dinners 
Sillery  invited  me  to  in  the  apartment  of  Apollo 
three  years  ago,  when  they  thought  I might  be 
of  fofne  ufe  to  them.  The  other  guefts  were 
Pethion,  Voidel,  Volney,  Mirabeau,  Barrere, 
the  tutor  of  Pamela,  and  other  Republicans  of 
the  fame  manufa&ory  ; but  Robefpierre,  was 
never  afked. 

You  then  was  alfo  one  of  the  fa&ion  of  Or- 
leans ? I hear  Barbaroux  exclaim  to  me  on  ac- 
count of  thefe  dinners;  but  I anfwer  him,  that 
in  the  early  dawn  of  the  revolution,  this  coali- 
tion was  fo  connected  with  the  real  friends  of  li- 
berty and  the  republic,  that  it  would  have  been 
the  excefs  of  flupidity  to  have  fired  upon  our 
troops  by  joining  with  the  Abbe  Maury  or  Bou- 
cher D’Argis. — In  the  month  of  July  1789,  the 
number  of  Republicans  in  Paris  did  not  proba- 
bly exceed  ten;  and  this  it  is,  which  crowns 
with  eternal  glory,  thofe  old  members  of  the 
club  of  the  Cordeliers,  who  began  building  the 
edifice  of  the  republic  with  fuch  flight  materials. 

When 
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When  one  recolle&s,  that  it  was  fuch  a man  as 
Chapelier  who  laid  the  firft  ftone  of  the  Jacobin 
club ; when  fuch  was  the  baftardized  fource  of 
our  regeneration,  every  one  mufl  be  fenfible, 
that  to  call  the  ftatue  of  our  idol,  liberty,  we 
were  obliged  to  follow  the  example  of  that  cu- 
rate, who  made  his  filver  image  of  the  virgin 
out  of  melted  chamber-pots.— Wliat  aflifted  us 
moft  marveloufly  was  this : the  neceflity  which 
ah  thefe  intriguers  were  under  of  courting  po- 
pular favour,  in  order  that  they  might  make 
themfelves  confpicuous  to  the  intendant  La- 
porte,*  and  by  firft  obtaining  the  confidence  of 
the  people,  obtain  a larger  portion  of  the  civil  lift. 
They  began  by  attacking  the  court  with  fo 
much  the  more  violence,  as  they  hoped  to  fell 
themfelves  proportionably  dear : it  was  thus 
that  we  were  enabled  to  give  battle  to  the  vete- 
rans, who  deferted  us  by  the  new  levee  of  in- 
triguers who  daily  flocked  to  the  Jacobins  ftand- 
ard  : it  was  by  thefe  means  that  the  Chapelier, 
the  Dumetz,  and  the  Defmeuniers,  were  driven 
from  the  club,  by  the  Barnaves  and  Duports ; 
and  the  Barnaves  and  Duports  by  the  Briflots 
and  the  Rolands.  It  was  thus  that  we  van- 
quifhed  the  pure  and  unqualified  defpotifm  of 
Calonne,  by  the  two  legiflative  houfes  of  Neckar ; 

* The  King’s  treal*urer  of  the  civil  lift,  beheaded  fhortly 
after  the  10th  of  Auguft. 
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and  the  two  legiflative  houfes  of  Neckar, 
by  the  two  legiflative  fedtions  of  BrifTot,  Pe- 
thion,  and  Buzot  ; and  the  adtive  citizens  of 
Syezes  and  Condorcet,  by  what  we  at  lafl  ar- 
rived at,  the  fans  culottes.  It  was  thus  that  we 
fucceflively  vanquifhed  Maury  the  royalift,  by 
Mounier  and  his  two  houfes ; Mounier  and  his 
two  houfes  by  Mirabeau,  with  his  abfolute  ne- 
gative and  Mirabeau’s  abfolute  negative  by 
Barnave’s  fufpenfive  veto  ; and  Barnave  and  his 
fufpenfive  veto  by  BrifTot,  who  chofe  to  admit 
of  no  other  negative  than  that  of  himfelf  and 
his  friends.  All  thefe  rogues  fwept  by  each 
other  from  the  jacobins,  have  at  lafl  made  room 
for  Danton,  Robefpierre,  and  Lindet,  for  thofe 
general  deputies  of  every  department,  moun- 
taineers of  the  Convention  ; the  bulwarks  of  the 
republic,  whofe  thoughts  have  never  wandered 
a moment  from  their  objedi  ; the  political  and  in- 
dividual liberty  of  every  citizen,  a conflitution 
worthy  of  Solon  and  Lycurgus,  one  indivifible 
republic  ; the  fplendour  and  pfofperity  of  France, 
not  an  impradticable  equality  of  property,  but 
an  equality  of  rights  and  happinefs.  It  is  thus 
that  Neckar,  Orleans,  La  Fayette,  Chapelier, 
Mirabeau,  Bailly,  Defmeuniers,  Duport,  Lamet- 
te,  Paftoret,  Cerutti,  BrifTot,  Ramond,  Pethion, 
4Suadet,  Genfbnne,  have  been  the  impure  vafes 
of  Amafis,  from  which  ip  the  mould  of  the  jaco- 
bin club  has  been  cafi;  the  golden  ftatue  of  the 

Re- 


Republic.  Till  our  days,  it  has  been  thought 
with  the  legiflators  of  old,  that  virtues  were  the 
neeeffary  bafis  of  a Republic,  the  eternal  glory 
of  the  jacobin  club  will  be  to  have  formed  one 
from  vices. 

The  reader  has  already  perceived  that  Neckar, 
Orleans.,  La  Fayette,  Malouet,  Chapelier,  Dan- 
dre,Defmeuniers,  Mirabeau,  Duport,  Barnave 
Dumolard,  Ramond,  Dumourier,  Roland,  Ser- 
van,  Claviere,  Guadet,  Genfonne,  Louvet, 
Petion,  P/TT,  Briffot,  Sillery,  are  only  links  of 
the  fame  chain.  They  are  the  fame  ferpent  cut 
into  different  parts,  continually  reuniting  to  hifs 
and  threaten  the  popular  tribunes,  the  Jacobins, 
the  People,  Equality,  and  the  Republic.  I have 
already  placed  my  finger  on  the  joint  which 
united  Briffot  and  Orleans 

-I  fhall 

* Thus  far  die  popular  leaders  of  the  conflituent  af- 
fembly. 

f Remark  that  I do  not  here  immediately  mean  Philip 
Egalite,  of  whom,  as  an  individual,  I will  fpeak  my  opinion 
prefently,  But  rather  of  the  atmofphere  of  intrigues  and  po- 
litics, in  which  he  moved  and  by  which  he  was  hurried  on. 
I mean  thofe  who  compofed  his  council,  Ducreft,  Salles, 
Limon,  Briffot,  with  the  cotterie  of  Mad.  de  Sillery,  Genlis, 
whofe  itch  for  notoriety  was  continually  increafing  in  de- 
pravity, who  forfook  that  very  natural  defire  of  being  the 
mother  of  princely  baltards,  and  of  mufick,  for  that  of 

snaking 
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I fhall  finifli  this  irrefiflible  collection  of 
proofs  by  proving  what  will  aftonifh  the  world, 
that  Bri-ffot,  Pethion,  and  their  gang,  were  only 
the  continuers  of  Orleans’s  fadtion. 


As  Sillery  had  for  a long  time  fufpe&ed  me, 
I was  no  longer  invited  to  dinner,  I therefore 
could  not  continue  my  obfervations  in  that 
place.  Gorfas  and  Carra  filled  my  place  in  the 
hall  of  Apollo.— When  I faw  that  Louvet  had 
fucceeded  to  the  favour  I once  enjoyed,  and  that 
Sillery  never  quitted  his  fide  at  the  Jacobin  club, 
where  he  was  his  molt  zealous  champion  : When 
I faw  Sillery  in  the  debate  on  the  war,  take  fo 
warmly  the  part  of  Briffot  and  Louvet,  that  I 
could  not  decide  whether  Sillery  efpoufed  their 
quarrels  againfl  Robefpierre,  or  rather  whether 
it  was  not  they  who  fought  the  battles  of  Phillip 
and  of  Sillery  againfl  Robefpierre,  too  true  a repub- 
lican for  their  purpofes.  If  I had  not  remarked 
the  indifcretion  of  Carra,  who,  devoid  of  all 
lhame,  now  about  a year  fince,  propofed  at  the 


making  books  ; and  that  of  being  the  authorefs  of  comedies 
for  that  of  becoming  a dodor  of  Sorbonne  ; and  the  calm 
delights  of  devotion  ; of  a contemplative  life,  and  of  being 
a monk,  for  the  pleafures  of  an  adive  life,  intermeddling  in 
politics;  of  becoming  fuperintendant  and  mini  Her,  when  Ihe 
fltonld  have  fucceeded  in  making  a little  queen  of  her 
fcholar.  Mad.  Orleans. 

Jacobin 
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Jacobin  Club,  to  make  the  duke  of  York,  or 
fome  other  prince  of  the  lioufe  of  Brunfwick, 
king  of  France,  and  who,  as  a preliminary,  was  to 
have  married  madamoifelle  Orleans.  If  I had 
not  remarked  the  choice  made  by  the  prefident, 
Pethion,  of  Carra,  as  a companion  to  Sillery, 
when  he  was  fent  to  the  camp  of  La  Lune  to  ob- 
ferve  the  conduct  of  Dumourier,  and  to  aflift 
at  his  conferences  with  the  king  of  Pruflia’s  aid- 
de-camp,  Mansfield ; yet  fiiould  I have  found 
out  the  amphytion  Sillery,  by  the  ceafelefs  en- 
deavours of  the  three  journalifts*  to  blacken  the 
characters  of  Danton  and  Robefpierre  ; and  here 
is  the  place  for  me  to  make  an  effential  obfer- 
vation.  ‘ 

One  of  the  manoeuvres  which  our  enemies 
have  the  moft  fuccefsfully  employed  in  this  re- 
volution, has  been  the  provident  care  with  which, 
they  have  magnified  to  Colofial  greatnefs  the 
reputations  of  fome  men,  and  deftroyed  that  of 
others.  Ariftocracy  has  always  taken  care  to 
provide  a referve  of  knaves.  Doubtful  of  the 
fuccefs  of  her  principal  aCters,  all  her  arts  were 
employed  in  preparing  a reputation  for  the  one 
who  was  to  fucceed  him,  whenever  he  thould  be 
hifled  from  the  fcene.  Thus,  when  they  feared 


* Carra,  Gorfua,  Briflot. 
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that  Mirabeau,  atid  after  him  Barnave,  whofe  re- 
putation began  to  wear  out,  could  not  long  main- 
tain themfelves  in  their  polls ; a vafl  packet  of 
reputation  for  patriotifm,  was  hafhily  colleded 
for  Pethion  and  Briffot,  that  they  might  re- 
place them  : and  after  them,  Roland,  who  hakfd* 
falfely  calumniated  the  commons  of  Paris,  ih 
whofe  name  I thus  take  upon  me  thus  to  ad- 
drefs  them  *. 

For  a long  time  your  only  projed  has  been 
that  of  dominion.  It  was  indifferent  to  you,  whe- 
ther the  tools  of  your  ambition  were  kings,  gene- 
rals, or  lacqueys,  provided  it  was  not  the  people. 
You  have  always  inveterately  maintained  and 
proteded  every  thing  which  was  by  its  very  na- 
ture oppofed  to  a popular  and  republican  fpirit. 
Shew  me  by  what  ads,  by  what  fpeeches,  you 
have  clearly  manifefted  your  love  of  the  people. 
You  have  fometimes  domineered  over  the  people, 
nay,  fometimes  you  have  affeded  to  carefs  them ; 
but  even  your  careffes  bore  fuch  marks  of  arifto- 
cratic  haughtinefs  and  repugnance;,  that  there 
was  no  miflaking  them. 

* Owing  to  fome  falfe  printing  in  the  original,  there  is  a 
hiatus  in  the  fenfe,  which  the  tranflator  has  been  obliged  to 
fill  up. 


Your 


Your  fyftem  of  eftablifhing  a patrician  order 
for  your  low  colleagues,  broke  out  in  all  your 
words  and  writings ; you  would  never  mix  with 
the  people ; in  one  word,  this  is  your  doc- 
trine ! According  to  that,  the  people  are  of  no 
other  ufe  than  as  the  means  of  neceflary  infur- 
redion  ; after  having  ferved  to  effed  a revolu- 
tion, they  are  to  return  to  the  dull,  and  are  no 
more  to  be  thought  of : they  are  to  allow  them- 
felves  to  be  conducted  by  thofe  who  are  wifer 
than  themfelves,  and  who  are  willing  to  take  the 
pains  of  governing  them  ! your  whole  conduct  is 
chalked  out  on  thefe  criminal  principles. 

In  the  month  of  June  and  July  1792,  when 
the  cunning  of  the  court,  and  the  obflinacy  of 
Briflot,  had  kindled  a cruel  and  fatal  war  a- 
mongft  the  jacobins ; we  true  jacobins  who  fore- 
faw  the  approaching  ftorm  from  the  royal  party, 
who  felt  the  dangerous  confequences  of  the  an- 
ger with  which  our  colleagues  were  animated 
againft  Briflot  and  his  party,  endeavoured  at  a 
reconciliation ; we  even  propofed  it,  and  our 
fincerity  was  confpicuous.  “ We  faid  to  you, 
Briflot,  let  us  unite  to  free  gurfelves  from  the 
tyrants',  and  if  then  you  are  dill  fufceptible  of 
hatred,  we  will  try  each  others  power,” 
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I afiert#  that  you  refuted  the  pe^de  prof- 
fered to  you  by  the  people.  I mean  by  that, 
that  you  deceived  the  people  $ that  you  only 
entered  into  a truce  which  was  advantageous  to 
yourfelf ; I above  others,  importuned  you  for 

weel^s,  in  order  to  obtain  this  reconciliation. 
Yatt  BrifTot,  and  above  all,  you  Pethion,  con* 
ftantly  received  us  haughtily,  fulkily,  and  coldly  $ 
yott  pever  could  conceal  that  hatred  with  which 
pur  very  prefenee  infpired  you.  You  ftretched 
cut  a finger  to  m,  but  never  the  hand. — -You 
did  not  eVen  fh ink  it  fiecefiary  to  refute 
yourfelves  the  gratifications  which  haughty 
minds  derive  from  treating  others  with  infqlence? 
and  contempt : I call  Danton  to  bear  witnefs  to 
theft  truths.  He  who  would  have  given  you 
tip  \o  the  cpnfequences  of  your  imprudence# 
and  tQ  the  rage  of  the  court  j if  on  the  one 
hand  he  had  not  hated  that  court,  and  loved  the 
people,  and  if  on  the  other  he  had  not  felt  fome 
pity  for  you. 

We  then  clearly  perceived,  that  if  you  buf- 
fered us  near  you,  it  was  only  in  OFcftr  to  aft 
fore  to  yourfelves  the  power  of  eicjting  popular 
tumults  to  the  height,  that  was  neceffary  to 
terrify  the  court,  and  induce  them  to  adopt 
your  meafures. 


And 


( *9  ,) 

And  here  is  a proper  place  for  mentioning 
the  negociation  which  Genfonne  and  Guadet 
entered  into  with  the  court  by  the  means  of 
Boze  and  Thyefy.* 

Was  it  not  yOU  Briflot,  and  your  friends, 
who  retarded  the  revolution  of  the  iotli  of 
Auguft  ? Oh  the  following  days  of  the  nth, 
t2th,  13th,  and  14th,  had  you  once  employed 
yourfelves  in  couiitera6ting  the  treafons  of  La 
Fayette;  the  approach  of  the  PrulSans ; the 
total  want  of  arms  and  provifions  ; the  lofs  of 
Longwi,  and  the  plunder  Of  our  frontiers  ? To 
Danton,  criminal  in  your  eyes  from  his  fen 
vices,  and  dteadful  from  his  popularity,  you 
left  the  talk  of  appearing  the  ftorm. — >You  were 
folely  employed  in  watching  the  council  of  the 
Commons  of  Paris.— That  was  yOur  medufa, 
youf  hydra,  yOur  terror,  driven  on  by  them  the 
triumphal  Car  of  the  people  proceeded  with  noife 
and  rapidity,  and  crulhed  the  ruins  of  the  throne 
beneath  its  wheels.  You  equally  dreaded  the 
intire  deftfudtion  of  that  throne,  and  the  force 
that  caufed  it.— Who  has  not  feen  you  agi- 
tated, alarmed  at  every  trifling  refolution  of 
thefe  revolutionary  Commons.  In  your  defpair, 
Roland  and  Claviere  could  devife  no  other  ex- 

• Firft  valet  de  chambre  of  the  late  king,  murdered  oa 
the  zd  of  September. 

D « 
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pedient  than  to  feign,  or  to  obey  the  didates 
of  that  pufillanimity,  which  the  approach  of 
the  Prufiian  army  occafioned,  and  to  propofe 
flying  from  Paris. — Kerfaint,  * juft  efcaped  from 
Sedan,  proved  mathematically,  that  in  15  days 
the  King  of  Prufiia  would  fup  at  the  Thuille- 
ries.  T I was  witnefs  of  your  cowardice,  and  the 
honeft  anger  of  Danton.  “ I have,faid  he,  brought 
to  Paris  my  mother,  who  is  70  years  of  age, 
and  my  two  children ; they  arrived  yefterday. — 
Sooner  than  fee  the  Pruflians  enter  this  city,  my 
family  fhall  perifh  with  me.  Twenty  thoufanyl 
torches  fhall  reduce  Paris  to  a heap  of  afhes. — 
Roland  take  care  how  you  talk  of  flying,  and 
tremble,  left  the  people  fhould  hear  you.”  Ro- 
land ftiook  with  fear  and  anger  at  the  fuperior 
afcendancy  of  Danton. — I muft  do  juftice  to 
Pethion  : he  was  calm  and  bold,  and  heard  with 
indignation  the , propofals  of  flight. — Perhaps, 
Pethion  was  ftill  faithful ; but  even  then  he  was 
furrounded  by  thofe,  \yho  wanted  to  make  a 
tool  of  him,  and  to  irritate  his  mind,  He 
gave  his  popularity  to  be  fquandered  away,  by 
thofe  who  had  none  of  their  own,  in  a moment 

* One  of  the  beft  naval  officers  of  France,  who  has  fince 
been  guillotined,  and  who  was  fent  after  the  Revolution  of 
the  10th  of  Augullj  to  feize  on  Mr.  De  la  Fayette,  and 
who  being  imprifoned  by  him,  was  afterwards  releafed  by 
his  revolted  army. 
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when,  it  was  fo  effentially  necefiary  to  their' 
fchemes. 

Was  it  not  you,  BrifTot,  and  your  friends,  who 
furrounded  the  tyrant  when  in  chains,  with  all 
thofe  exterioir  appearances,  which  in  his  dif- 
graceful  fituation  could  yet  elevate  him  above 
other  men  ? — Did  1 not  above  all  fee  you,  BrifTot, 
running  about  affeding  to  feek  palaces  for  his 
refidence,  to  deceive  him  with  a fhew  of  zeal, 
and  at  lafl  fixing  on  a gaol,  in  hopes  to  reduce 
him  to  accept  the  capitulation,  you  did  not  yet 
defpair  of  obtaining  from  him  ? When  you  were 
endeavouring  to  calumniate  the  Commons  of 
Paris,  did  you  not  inform  the  tyrant;  that  you 
detefied  his  indefatigable  goalers,to  whom  never- 
thelefs  you  left  the  care  of  your  hoflage  ? — 
When  you  deprived  the  Commons  of  fo  many 
functions,  why  did  you  difgrace  them  by  flill 
charging  them  with  the  guard  of  the  defpot, 
if  it  was  not  to  profit  equally  by  the  fafe  impri- 
fonment  and  gratitude  of  your  captive?  what 
have  you  left  untried  to  arrive  at  the  double 
purpofe  of  preferving  the  life  of  the  tyrant  : By 
forwarding  his  trial ; but  at  the  fame  time  attri- 
buting his  judgment  to  the  Convention  whom 
you  hoped  to  dired  ; by  your  faving  from  the 
laws  the  man  who  criminally  broke  open  the 
depofit  of  the  papers  of  Louis,  by  adopting  ] 

them 
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ihe’m  on  one  hand  as  proofs  of  his  crimes,  and 
on  the  other  Hiding  our  demands  for  thofe  of 
the  colledion  which  evidently  had  been  fup- 
preffed ; by  chuling  from  amongft  yourfelves 
the  Commiffioners  immediately  charged  with 
preparing  the  accufations  ; by  giving  to  the  ty^ 
rant  your  friend  to  defend  him;  by  the  art 
with  which  you  fo  long  kept  Louis  in  dreadful 
fbfpence,  between  poignant  fears  of  the  event  of 
his  trial,  and  the  hopes  of  your  powerful  pity  to 
fave  him*  By  all  thefe  things,  is  it  not  plain 
unto  thofe  who  are  the  leaft  clear  fighted,  that 
your  objed  was  to  obtain  from  Louis  his  abdL 
cation  by  the  agonies  you  inflided,  and  to  pay 
yourfelves  for  the  life  you  left  him  by  the  guaJ> 
dianfhip  and  power  of  his  fon  whom  you  intended 
to  crown.  No  ! no  ! it  was  no  willing  and  felf- 
proffered  traitor,  who  revealed  to  the  Minifter 
the  fecret  of  the  iron  clofet : a man,  though 
ever  fo  much  a Have,  once  admitted  to  the  con- 
fidence of  a King,  does  not  in  the  gaiety 
of  his  heart  deliver  up  his  benefador  and  his. 
mailer  to  the  curiofity  of  a mi  mile  r.  It  was 
Louis  himfel  f del  uded  and  compounding  with  thefe 
pedlars,  who  himfelf  difeovered  the  clofet  which 
contained  his  fecret  papers. — You  now  call  for 
proofs  ©f  your  ambition,  and  of  your  projeda 
to fieullantije  the  Stafce^  Was  it  not  you,  Briffot, 
through  the  means  of  Roland,  and  Roland! 

through. 
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through  yotir’s,  who  inftituted  that  committee 
of  public  opinion,  by  whofe  means  a fyftem  of 
calumny  has  been  conftantly  purfued  ? — Who 
now  doubts,  that  it  was  the  writings  of  Roland, 
which  previous  to  the  meeting  of  the  Connven- 
tion  occafioned  in  the  majority  of  the  depart- 
ments  their  deteftable  prejudices  againft  Pam 
&nd  her  deputies,— Who  has  forgot  your  fhril  fit* 
tings : you  had  monopolized  all ; 742,  members 
deluded  by  you  allured  your  triumph  ? why- 
more  than'  once  have  you  loft  your  majorities  ? 
why  has  the  mountain  formed  fo  ftrong  a pha- 
lanx ? Had  you  not  deceived  half  of  the  Con- 
vention, that  half  would  ftill  fide  with  you. 
If  the  deputation  of  Paris  deferved  your  Handers, 
the  patriots  of  the  mountain  would  ftill  be  your 
adherents. 

Will  you  deny  the  illegal  and  greedy  im- 
patience with  which  you,  from  the  firft  fitting, 
ufurped  the  offices  of  the  Convention  ? Will  you 
deny  the  precautions  you  ufed  in  perpetuating 
the  committee  of  legiflation } Have  y©ti  not 
eonftantly  perfevered  in  the  fame  fyftem  of  ufur- 
pation  ? Have  you  not  eonftantly,  till  the  prefix 
dency  of  Herault,  and  that  over  till  the 
prefidency  of  Breard,  with  notorious  im- 
pudence, prevented  the  deputies  of  the  Moun^ 
tain,  and  more  particularly  fueh  of  them  as 
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were  deputies  of  Paris,  from  fpeaking  in  the 
Convention  ? When  you  found  out  the  impar- 
tiality with  which  Gregorie  and  Herault  exe- 
cuted the  office  of  prefidents,  did  not  you  im- 
mediately determine,  and  haften  their  abfence, 
by  appointing  them  commiffioners,  in  order  that 
in  your  fucceffion  of  prefident,  no  interval 
might  be  found  for  reafon  and  juftice  to  make 
themfelves  heard  ? 

Have  you  not  monopolized  all  the  news- 
papers ? Who  does  not  bluih  with  lliame,  and 
weep  with  grief  at  their  perfidy,  their  rage, 
their  impudence,  and  autrocious  declamations  ? 

When  you  and  us  are  to  be  judged, _ what  ho- 
ned: man  will  contradid  us,  when  we  (hall  fay : 
People  of  France  1 W e are  your  brothers,  your 
true  equals,  we  are  the  people.  Your  falfe 
friends,  the  enemies  of  equality,  thofe  am- 
bitious men  who  wifhed  to  reign  over  you,  and 
to  extend  their  empire  ; when  their  antagonifts 
were  more  powerful  than  they,  when  they  wanted 
you,  they  deemed  to  be  interefted  in  your  wel- 
fare. But  fince  the  lothof  Auguffi  the  moment 
they  were  delivered  by  your  hands  from  their 
enemies,  they  have  repuifed  and  defpifed  you. 
They  feized  by  calumny  and  cunning  on  the 
reins  of  power  y to.  fcrengthen  that  power,  they 

have 
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have  joined  to  their  party  all  fueh  as  W;r6  bacj 
citizens,  the  royalifls,  the  ariflocrates,  emigrants, 
haughty,  avaricious,  and  idle  men,  the  credulous 
and  the  dupes.  Proud  of  this  too  numerous 
army,  they  thought  they  had  nothing  to  fear  in 
the  execution  of  their  proje&s,  but  the  refiflance 
of  republicans  and  men  of  the  people.  Even 
before  our  indignation  burfl  forth  againfl  them, 
they  began  attacking  and  flandering  us ; they 
called  us  agitators*  becaufe,  in  truth,  nothing 
more  violently  agitates  a true  patriot  than  per- 
fidious propofals  which  tend  to  the  execution  of 
ftill  more  perfidious  projects.  They  called  us 
diforganizers,  becaufe  we  would  not  fuffer  the 
organization  of  their  ariflocracy,  indeed  of  fome 
thing  worfe,  fuch  as  we  now  fee  it*  and  as  Du- 
mourier  propofed  it  to  us* 

They  accufed  us  of  fanguinary  plots,  for 
the  purpofe  of  preferving  thefe  followers 
through  their  fears,  and  to  make  them  averfe  to 
our  friendly  invitations.  To  arrive  riiOre  ra- 
pidly at  their  ends,  and  to  give  us  the  reputa- 
tion of  fools,  they  flopped  oiir  mouths  during 
the  fpace  of  fix  prefidencies.*  They  cried  out 
murder  ! and  it  was  us  whom  they  afTaffmated ; 
they  cried  out  murder,  to  furround  themfelves 

* About  three  months. 
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With  fatellites,  who  might  fupport  their  plans, 
Thofe  fatellifes  arrived  in  the  capital  proved  to 
be  portions  of  the  people,  like  yourfelves : the 
ambitious  in  vain  attempted  to  feduce  them* 
and  they  faid  it  was  us  that  corrupted  them  : 
we  had  not  6ne  daily  newfpaper  in  our  favour, 
and  they  had  1 50.  We  fruitleflly  attempted  to 
make  truth  be  heard  amongft  you,  and  they  vo- 
mited forth,  printed,  and  fold  to  you,  whole- 
reams  of  calumnies  and  infolent  abfurdities. 
We  were  the  corruptors,  and  yet  they 
difpenfed  millions  to  Roland  5 . we  were 
kings  men,  and  yet  they  wifhed  to  fave  the 
king ; we  were  Orleanifb,  and  yet  they  corre- 
fponded  with  Dumourier : every  time  we  put 
letters  into  the  poll,  they  intercepted  them  : 
every  time  that  Weflerman  arrived  at  Paris  from 
the  army,  he  brought  private  diipatches  to  Gen- 
fonne,  with  copies  of  thofe  addreffed  to  the  mi- 
nifters : they  faid  that  we  would  agree  to  no 
Conftitution,  and  now  they  quarrel  with  us  be- 
caufe  we  chufe  one. 

They  acctdfe  us  of  finding  great  defers  ill 
. their  plan  of  a conftitution,  and  yet  they  told 
Delmas,*  that  when  they  had  projedted  a con- 
ftitution impoffible  to  be  carried  into  execution, 

* Deputy  to  the  Convention. 
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they  had  done  it  on  purpofe. — They  have  re* 
peated  a hundred  times,  that  we  flattered  the 
people,  and  we  have  anfwered  them  a thoufand  ; 
that  they  received  them  ! — We  have  given  our 
blood,  the  people  have  given  all  their  blood, 
and  their  refources,  to  combat  our  exterior  ene- 
mies, and  they  have  given  in  return  all  the 
generals,  who  have  betrayed  the  republic,  and 
all  the  Vampires  who  devour  it. — It  is  they 
who  have  fo  well  contrived  to  place  thefe  generals, 
that  there  was  not  a fmgle  pod;  in  France,  from 
Bayonne  to  Dunkirk,  from  Nantes  to  Geneva, 
where  they  had  not  a traitor  at  their  orders.’* 

Brifibt,  will  you  and  your  friends  prefume  to 
fay  that  thefe  fafts  are  not  exad  ? 

On  the  eve  of  the  defeat  of  Aix  la  Chapelle, 
with  which  you  were  acquainted,  did  you  not 
wilh  to  fend  all  our  forces  to  the  fouth  to  attack 
Madrid  and  Barcelona  ? Did  you  not  purpofely 
fend  for  your  friend  Laclos*  from  Bourdeaux, 
who,  after  aflifting  in  perfecuting  the  Patriots  of 
the  fouth,  undertook  to  execute  this  difaftrous 
plan,  which  Guadet  and  Briffot  fupported,  and 
for  which  they  were  covered  with  fhame  by 

* Author  of  Les  Liafons  Dangereufes,  and  chief  advifer 
of  the  Duke  of  Orleans. 
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the  Committee,'  where,  they  ha d difcoverecf 
their  fchemes. 

If  any  other  minifter  but  Roland,  had  fuf-, 
fered  the  Garde  Meuble  * to  be  robbed,  would 
you  have  preferved  that  aftonifhing  filence, 
which,  by  your  directions,  was  obferved  on  that 
affair  ? Would  you  have  been  filent,  if  any  other 
minifter  had  violated  the  interefling  and  public 
depofit  of  the  iron  clofet  in  a moft  fcandalous 
and  arbitrary  manner,  and  contrary  to  all  forms 
of  juftice  ? would  you  have  allowed  any  other 
minifter  to  have  uttered  the  impudent  falfehood, 
which  he  did  before  you  in  his  account  of  Paris  ? 
for  any  other  man,  would  you  have  difgraced  the 
Convention,  by  making  them  partners  in  the  lye* 
which  Monge,  and  the  other  minifters,  gave 
Roland  in  our  prefence. 

Such  a variety  of  faCts  fo  overwhelm  the  me- 
mory, that  volumes  would  be  neceflary  to  dever 
lope  their  fhades  and  connections : but  one  faCt 
fhall  not  efcape  me.  During  the  trial  of  Louis, 
did  you  not  form  the  projeCt  of  alfaflinating 
the  Mountain  ? were  not  the  murderers  to  attack 
us  in  the  front  by  the  corridors,  and  the  palfages 

? Where  the  jewels  and  other  rich  furniture  of  the  crown 
were  depofi ted. 
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to  the  right  and  the  left?  I was  told  this  by 
citizen  Meaulle,  who  has  already  announced  to 
the  Convention,  that  he  will  explain  himfelf  fur-? 
ther  on  this  atrocious  plot* 

Did  not  Guadet  fo  openly  avow  his  private 
difpofition  towards  Pruffia,  as  one  day  to  fay  in 
the  committe,  “ what  does  it  frgnify  to  us,  whe- 
ther Dutch  cheefe  merchants  are  freemen  or 
flaves  ?”  this  very  Mr.  Guadet,  who  fix  months 
before  pofitively  called  for  war,  that  he  might 
municipalize  Europe  ? Did  I not  hear  Briffot,  who 
alfo  wifhed  for  a war,  that  he  might  municipalize 
Europe,  publicly  rejoice  at  the  former  committee 
of  general  defence  in  the  misfortunes  of  our  Bel- 
gian army,  faying,  “ that  the  evacuation  of  Hol- 
land and  Belgia  was  a fortunate  event,  as  it 
might  lead  to  a peace.’’ 

What  man  fo  dull-fighted,  who,  on  remarking 
the  frequent  conferences  between  Dumourier 
and  the  aid-de-camp  Mansfield,  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, and  under  the  aufpices  of  Carra  and  Sil- 
lery,  but  mull  have  remembered,  that  Carra, 
from  all  eternity,  recommended  an  alliance  with 
Pruffia. — Who  has  forgot  Carras’s  gold  fnuff- 
box  with  the  King  of  Pruffia’s  pi&ure  on  it  ? 
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Is  it  not  an  incomprehenfible  thing,  and  with- 
out example  in  hiflory,  as  I told  Dumourier  my- 
felf,  in  the  midft  of  his  triumph,  when  he  ap-« 
peared  before  the  Convention : that  a general 
who  with  17,000  men,  had  held  in  check  an 
army  of  92,000,  and  after  having  together  with 
Aga,  Bournonville  and  Kellerman  announced, 
that  the  plains  of  Champagne  were  about  to 
become  the  grave  of  the  Pruffian  army,  as  they 
had  been  that  of  Attila’s,  that  not  a fingle  man 
fhould  efcape ; found  it  impoffible  to  cut  off  the 
retreat  of  that  army,  when  it  was  reduced  to 
half  its  numbers  by  fiuxes,  when  its  march  was 
embarraffied  by  20,000  tick ; and  on  the  other 
hand,  the  vi&orious  army  had  augmented  "from 
17,  to  100,000  men.  Every  foldier  of  our  ad- 
vanced guard  will  tell  you,  that  when  the  rear 
guard  of  the  Pruffian  army  halted,  we  alfo 
halted  ; that  when  they  moved  to  the  right,  we 
marched  to  the  left.  In  a word,  Dumourier  ra- 
ther re-conduded  the  Xing  of  Pruffia,  than  pur- 
fued  him.  There  was  not  a hngle  foldier  in  the 
army,  who  was  not  convinced  that  fome  ar- 
rangement had  taken  place  by  the  means  of  Du- 
mourier between  the  Pruffians  and  the  Conven- 
tion. He  .certainly  did  not  treat  with  the 
King  of  Pruffia,  without  at  lead  the  confent  of 
the  diplomatic  committee,  and  thefe  Anglor 
Pruffian  intriguers  j who,  delighted  with  the  ef- 
cape 
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cape  of  Frederic-William,  inftead  of  calling  the 
general  to  an  account  for  his  conduct,  employed 
themfelves  in  bellowing  on  Fabius,  Metullus, 
Dumourier,  the  honours  of  an  oration. 

Is  it  not  the  intimacy  of  Dumourier,  and  his 
frequent  fecret  confultations  with  the  leaders  of 
the  BrifTotins,  a fad,  a notorious  fad  ? Guadet 
fays,  that  he  faw  Dumourier  at  the  opera  with 
Danton.  It  was  very  natural  that  Dumourier 
ihould  affed  to  appear  in  public  with  Danton  5 
but  one  does  not  confpire  at  the  opera,  it  is  after 
the  opera.  It  is  then  that  the  public  might  fee 
the  newfpaper  writer.  Mitten,  officioufly  holding 
the  door  of  the  carriage,  while  medemoifell^  Au- 
dinot  *,  got  into  it,  accompanied  by  Briffot  and 
Kellerman.  -j-  At  the  time  of  the  king’s  con* 

demnation 

* An  a&refs  of  the  opera. 

f Briffot  in  his  laft  apology  diftributed  to  the  Convention 
<m  the  23d  of  April,  denies  having  any  connection  with  the 
generals.  He  declares  only  to  have  feen  Dumourier  once 
fince  his  publication  of  the  month  of  July  1792,  in  which 
he  calls  him  the  vileft  of  intriguers.  The  following  fad  will 
fhew  what  kind  of  confidence  one  is  to  place  in  the  affertions 
of  Briffot.*—  He  fays  in  the  2d  page  of  his  apology,  1 defy 
them  to  name  fix  perfons  to  whom  my  pretended  favour  has 
obtained  places. — This  is  the  anfwer  to  this  fad — ‘Letter 
from  P.  Briffot  found  on  taking  off  the  feals  from  the  paper* 
of  Roland,  and  depofited  with  the  Committee  of  general 
fafety  “ My  dear  Roland,  I fend  you  a Uft  of  thofe  who 

you 
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detonation,  Dumourier  faw  none  but  the  BrifFo* 
tins  ; there  was  a fellow-feeling  of  opinions  and 
pafilons  between  them  5 whilft  Briffot  and  the 
Girondifls  exhaufted  their  rhetoric  in  the  Con- 
vention in  order  to  fave  the  tyrant,  Dumourier 
was  adting  a thoufand  extravagancies  at  his  own 
houfe,  raving  like  a madman,  declaiming  vio- 
lently againft  the  Convention,  crying  out  amidft 
his  aid- de-camps  before  every  bodjr,  that  it  was 
a horrid  crime  to  condemn  Louis  XVI.  ,and  af- 
ter that  a 6l  of  atrocity,  it  only  remained  for  tlie 
regicides  to  put  him,  Dumourier,  to  death  ? Is  it 
not  a notorious  fact,  that  he  wrote  a letter, 
Luffed  with  impertinence,  to  the  Convention,  to 
fupport  Genfonne’s  demand  of  a reprieve,  and 
that  that  letter  was  Briffoted  * through  the  zeal 
of  his  friends  fr6m  the  table,  who  feared  that 
the  reading  of  it,  by  caufing  the  general’s  dif- 
mifTion,  might  deprive  them  of  their  buckler* 
and  that  they  fhould  then  lofe  the  fruits  of  thofe 
wife  plans,  by  which  they  had  combined  the 

“ you  are  to  employ:  you  and  Lanthenas  Ihould  have  it 
“ condantly  before  your  eyes,  that  you  may  not  name  to 
« any  employments  whatfoever  any  other  perforts  than  thofe 
*«  who  are  recommended  to  you  by  this  lid. 

Signed  J.  P.  BrIssot.’* 

* A cant  term  ufed  at  Paris  for  near  three  years  for  pick- 
ing pockets,  or  other  fecret  dealing,  derived  from  the  repu- 
tation of  the  illudrious  Brifi'ot. 
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fcreafon  of  Maftricht  and  Aix-la-Chapelle,  and  be 
prevented  giving  Cobourg  the  entertainment  of 
an  eafy  butchery  of  our  national  volunteers,  and 
of  the  immenfe  Ioffes  |o  the  Republic  in  arms 
and  magazines  ? 

If  I,  who  never  faw  Dumourier,  did  not  fail* 
from  the  details  which  were  known  of  him,  to 
divine  his  policy,  and  to  print  a year  lince  fuch 
a portrait  of  the  traitor,  that  even  this  day  it 
wants  nothing  added  to  it ; what  violent  fufpi- 
cions  may  be  conceived  againil  thofe  w-ho  faw 
him  every  day,  who  were  of  all  his  parties  of 
pleafure,  and  who  have  taken  fo  much  pains  to 
Riffle  the  truth,  and  the  diftruft,  every  where 
arifing  againfl:  him,  both  from  the  letters  of 
Talon  *,  and  St.  Foi,  and  from  his  perfecution 
of  the  batallion  of  Lombards,  and  from  the  de- 
pofitions  each  day  more  flrongly  attefted  in  the 
papers  of  Marat,  and  from  the  Journal  of  Peltier, 
who  emigrated  to  London  to  live  on  hiflory,  in 
a pamphlet  ftiled  “ Dernier  Tableau  de  Paris,” 
convinced  all  England  of  the  treafons  of  Du- 
mourier, in  the  very  time,  when  at  Paris,  Villette 

* A man  who  filled  one  of  the  higher  offices  of  jufiice  in 
the  Chatelet,  and  who  was  the  caufe  of  the  death  of 
favras* 

F funcr 


( 34  > 

fang  hymns  to  him,-  arid  incenfe  frhoked  before 
him  at  Ta- mas>  % an d at  the  Coivvehtiofi. 

is  it  hot  a faA'  that  Dumourier  proclaimed 
them  his  mentors  and  his  glides,  and  if  he  had 
not  thus  acknowledged  them  as  his  accomplices, 
is  riot  the  whole  nation  witnefs  that  the  Criminal 
n&TiifeffoeS  and  dedaratiorfs  of  DumohriePs  are 
ohlv  feeble  e'Xtrafts  from  the  BrifFotin  advertife- 
ments,  journals,  and  fpeeches,  and  a repetition 
qf  What  the  flofands,  the  Buzofs,  the  Gruadefs, 
ihedLouvets  hacf  fq  often  difgufecf  us  with. 

WiSS  there*  any  thing  more  fcandalouS  or  in- 
cohfequeht  than  fo  fet  a price  on  the  head  of 
Dumourier,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  defl  La 
Sotirce  prefident,  who  had  faid  the  fame  things 
as  the  other  With  infinitely  more  pathos  ? 

Mas  not  fttf  acknowledged  in  the  tfOilfe  6$ 
Commons  (as  l have  fhewn  in  my  fpeech  on  the 
appeal  to  the  people)  his  connexions  with  thofe 
whom  he  called  the  honeft  part  of  the  Conven- 
tion, that  is  to  fay,  the  Briffotins,  and  the  right 
fide  ? and  if  Pitt  had  not  acknowledged  it,  is  not 
that  affeXation  in  BriiFot^Verguiant^and.  Guadei 

* A famous  Republican  a&or. 
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of  daily  making  new  tragedies  on  the  events  of 
the  2d  and  3d  of  September  * and  that  grofs 
contradiction  of  Gariks*  who  .exclaimed  on  the 
3d  of  September*  “ Let  ihem  periflo J’  are  not 
theft  continual  repetitions  to  defame  our  revolu- 
tion, and  to  mike  it  hideous  in  the  eyes  of 
foreign  nations  ? Is  not  the  conformity  .between 
the  language  of  the  BrifFotins  arid,  of  the  Eriglilh 
miniftry,  on  the  trial  of  Louis  XVI.  and  their 
perfidious  obftinacy  in  demanding,  with  might 
and  main,  the  appeal  to  the  people,  at  the  time 
that  they  knew*  fince  the  month  of  September* 
of  the  confpkacy  of  La  Raeric*  and  that  the  &re 
in  La  Vendee  only  waited  for  a fpark  -to  Jet  it- in 
a flame,  and  tire  peafants  .of  the  weft  a convo- 

* In  this  place  were  flung  the ‘‘bodies  of  th-e  unfortunate 
people  maffacred  at  Avignon,  who  were  the  moil  refpe&able 
inhabitants  of  that  unfortunate  :city,  <arvd  who  were  mur- 
dered in  the , moll  ^atrocious  and  unprovoked  manned 

f Is  it  not  a fa£t,  that  Brifiot,  the  Jeremiah  of  this  id  of 
Sept,  fa-id -on  the  3d-,  <at  the  Executive  Council,,  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  “ they  have  forgot  Morandep’  that  Mo- 

rande,  who  has  aim  oft  deferred  from  the  nation  his  pardon, 
for -his  numerous  flanders*  fox  having;  told  .fo  many  truths 
ofBdfTot.  Chabot  -allured  -me,  that  on  the  2d -of  September, 
Eriiloteq u ally  recolle&ed  Moxa n de. 

This^grief  of  Briftot’s,  at  the  efcape  pf  Moran  de,  proves 
that  this  hypocrite  in  humanity  has -the  foul  of  Tiberius  Me- 
dicis,  or  Charfes  IX.  and  to  him  the  dead  corpfe  of  aa 
enemy  fmelt  well. 


F 2, 


cation 


C 3<5  )' 

Cation  to  take  iip  the  white  cockade  in  their 
primary  aflemblies.  Is  not  the  conilant  oppofc 
tion  of  the  diplomatic  Committee,  and  that  of 
General  Defence  to  every  Reunion  of  foreign 
countries  to  France,  and  the  infolence  of  Ro* 
land’s  fpeeches.  to  alienate  the  inhabitants  of 
Carrouge,  and  the  {lumbers  of  Le  Brun*,  amidft 
the  favourable  commotions  of  Ireland  and  Po- 
land, that  apoplexy  with  Which  the  department 
of  foreign  affairs  feemed  {truck,  inftead  of  fb  eafily 
creating  a diverfion  by  fupporting  the  patriots  of 
Dantzick,  Cracovi,  and  BELFAST ; and  the 
impolicy  of  the  two  Committees  in  ordering  the 
opening  of  the  Scheldt  without  marching  at  the 
fame  time  into  Holland,  and  their  precipitation 
in  declaring  war  againfb  England,  Holland, 
Spain,  and  all  Europe,  and  their  negligence  in 
repairing  our  navy,  protedling  our  privateers,  and 
taking  the  wife  meafures  which  were  luggefted 
to  them  and  their  tendernefs  for  Dumourier, 

* For  example,  Iknow  a citizen,  who,  in  the  month  of 
September,  wrote  to  the  Minifter  Monge.  <x  It  is  by  famine 
which  menaces  us  on  account  of  the  confumption  of  the 
army,  and  the  Ioffes  of  war,  diforders  will  break  out  in 
France  in  £x  months.  I offer  to  fupply  you  while  the  fea® 
are  yet  open  with  an  immenfe  quantity  of  oxen  from  Ire- 
land. Monge  knew  that  he  who  made  the  offer,  could  rea- 
lize them,  but  he  took  care  not  to  accept  it. 

How  can  we  efcape  being  famifhed  ? How  fhall  we  gee 
jeorn  from  America? 
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and  their  avowed  protection  of  his  crimes*,  and 
their  intemperance  againft  Pache  and  Marat, 
(who  kept  no  terms  with  him,  and  croffed  his 
ambitious  projects,)  and  the  pouring  of  fo  much 
treafure,  and  all  our  magazines  into  Belgia, 
and  our  immenfe  collections  of  provifion  at  Liege 
and  other  places  incapable  of  defence,  purpofel/ 
that  Dumourier  might  deliver  up  our  refources 
to  the  enemy  ; to  conclude,  their  pretended  op- 
pofition  to  the  appointment  of  Bournonville;  that 
by  being  named  by  the  mountain,  he  might  ob- 
tain public  confidence,  and  afterwards,  when  he 
pulled  off  the  mafk,  by  difcontmuing  the  manu- 
factory of  arms,  when  they  found  him.  to  be 
their  companion,  and  brother  counter-revolu- 
tionift,  by  his  furroundihg  himfelf  with  pick- 
pockets and  royalifts,  hie  re-eledion  to  the 
miniflry  by  the  Briffotins ; are  not  all  thefe  fads, 
proofs  ? can  any  one  with  for  flronger  proofs  of 
the  exiftence  in  the  Convention  of  an  Anglo- 
'Pruffian  Committee  > 

Pethion  calls  for  fads : 

Is  it  not  a fad  luckily  pointed  out  by  Phili- 
peaut  *,  that  the  treafurer  of  the  king  of  Pruf- 
fia  in  giving  in  his  accounts  for  laft  year,  fets 
down  a fum  of  fix  millions  of  crowns  for  bribery  in 
France  f 

* Member  of  the  Convention. 
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ts  it  not  a fad  with  which  Chabot  ^bfieldjr 
Reproached  Guadct,  in  thefe  terror  : *£  I only 
know  that  Guadet  aiked  for  leave  of  absence/  for 
the  minifter  Marbonne*  and  made  Ihe  lame  •mo- 
tion, for  which  I had  the  day  before  been  of- 
fered 22,000  livresf”  Neverth-defs,  frUadet  eats 
brown  bread  with  the  poor,  and  Roland  during 
Ids  administration,  effeded  to  wear  thread-bare 
coats,  and  worn  out  breeches.  This  recalls  to 
my  mind  the  poverty  of  Octavius,  who,  to  avoid 
the  envy  of  Jupiter*  pretended  to  have  fallen 
into  want,  and  appeared  in  the  drefs  of  a beg* 
gar? 

, 

Is  it  not  a fad*  that  Pethion  during  his 
mayoralty*  received  from  the  minifler  of  fo- 
reign affairs,  the  fum  of  30*000  livres  a month,, 
which  certainly  were  not  given  him  by  Dumou* 
rier,  who  called  himfelf  the  mod  faithful  fer- 
Rant  of  the  King,  for  the  purpofe  of  laying  the 
foundations  of  the  Republic  ? a 1000  livres  per 
diem.  I no  longer  wonder  at  Pethion’s  kind* 
mefs  for  the  Briffotins  of  the  common  council  * 
I no  longer  wonder  at  the  ffrong  xDppofrtion  hat 
made  againft  the  printing  of  the  fpeech  I deE* 
Veted  a fortnight  .previous  /to  the  roth  of  Au~ 
guft  ? I.  no  longer  wonder  that  he  lived  in  the 

pavi-. 


( 39  ) 

pavilion  of  Vandreuil*  ; that  from  that  time  he 
always  wore  black,  as  if  always  in-  a dsrds  of  ce» 
remony  like  a great  penfioner  of  Holland. 

Is  it  not  a fad,  that  all  the  determined  roy- 
aliils  fought  at  his  fide,  both  Rouzet  and  the 
revile?  Rabaut  f , tired  of  his  portion  of  royalty, 
and  willing  to  refign  his  fbare  to  Lon's  Capet, 
and  that  Riroteau,  who  called  croakings  of  frog$ 
thefe  fpeeches  of  thofe  republicans  who  con- 
demned Louis  to  death,  merely  becaufe  he  w as 
a King,  and  that  Salles,  who  had  the  bafenefs  to 
print,  that  he  would  ftab  himfelf  the  day  in* 
which  France  fhould  be  without  a K ng  ?‘ 

To  h6w  great  a degree  muff  the  right  fide  of 
the  Convention  imagine,  that  the  nation  were  a 
people  of  blind  men  and  fools,  when  they  did 

* A moll  elegant  and  expenfive  houfe,  built  by  that  no- 
bleman. 

t Rabaud  de  Ste  Etienne,  a Calvinift  minifter,  and  one 
pf  the  reciters  of  the  firll  eonftirufiion,  who  has  written  a 
hifiory  of  the  revolution,  in  which  he  has  forgot  to  name 
the  firms  he  received  from  the  proteftants  exiled  by  the  edi& 
of  Nantz,  for  whom  he  pretended  he  would  recover  their 
eftates. — The  tranflator  faw  him  about  two  years  fince  at 
?aris  in  a green  and  yellow  ftriped  fatin  coat,  and  two  dia- 
mond watches  and  chains  of  an  imrnenfe  value. — He  tra-^ 
yelled  into  Ireland  about  a year  and  a half  fince,  to  propa- 
gate the  blefied  .defines  of  equality. 

n°f 


not  defpair  of  making  them  believe  that  Salles 
Was  a republican,  and  Marat  a royalift  ? 

Was  it  not  clear  even  to  the  tribunes*,  that 
from  the  month  of  September,  a great  part  of 
the  Convention  were  royalifts ; the  decree  abo-  • 
lifhing  royalty  proves  nothing.  It  was  a fen*< 
tence  of  death  pronounced  againft  a malefa&or 
fix  weeks  after  his  execution.  The  greater 
number  of  thofe  who  compofed  the  conftituent 
and  legillative  affemblies,  ill  difguifed  the  an- 
ger they  felt  at  feeing  their  work  deftroyed  by  j 
the  republicans  of  the  Convention.  Their  love 
of  royalty  appeared  in  their  imprecations  againft 
Paris.  La  Source,  the  lead;  corrupted  of  thofe 
who  voted  with  the  left,  and  dined  with  the 
right  fide  of  the  Convention,  but  whofe  pride, 
was  excited  againft  Robefpierre,  exclaimed,  on 
the  14th  of  September,  <c  I fear  thofe  vile  men 
not  vomited  forth  by  Paris,  but  by  feme  Brunf-. 
wick:”  every  thing  was  loft  according  to  [his 
account  if  the  departments,  did  not  perceive 
that  Paris  was,  like  ancient  Rome,  who  made 
her  provinces,  her  tributaries ; according  to 
Buzot,  Medufa’s  head  : “ It  is  impoflible,  faid 
he,  to  form  a conftitution  in  a city  fullied  with 
crimes.”  But  it  was  in  their  places  that  you. 

• 

* Places  affigned  to  the  people. 
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Should  have  heard  them  ; there  their  tatling  be- 
trayed them  even  more  than  their  fet  fpeeches ; 
there  they  exprelfed  the  lame  fury  againft  Paris 
as  Bouiile,  who  threatened  not  to  leave  one  itone 
upon  another.  One  of  thefe  ariftocrates  affe&ed 
to  whifper  loud  enough  for  me  to  hear,  “ My 
•dear  Ducos,  one  thing  confoles  me,  I hope  to 
buy  you  a hod,  with  which  you  fhall  fow  Paris 
with  fait.” 

But  to  come  at  laft  to  the  Socrates,  to  the 
Ph.o<pon  of  the  right  fide,  to  Roland  : is  it  not 
a fad,  a fact  proved  by  letters  found  at  the  exa^ 
ruination  of  the  papers  of  this  juft  man>  that 
the  virtuous  minifier  of  the  republic  was  an  ac- 
complice of  emigration,  and  had  joined  with 
the  former  nobility  and  ftuillans  * againft  the  re- 
public.— Judge  by  this  letter  written  to  hiq$ 
from  Montaniac  ?-*• 

*■  How  am  I to  thank  you  for  thofe  obliging 
*c  offers,  which  will  enable  me  to  join  my  huf- 
^ band  at  Berlin, 

(Signed)  Noailles  La  Fayette.*’ 

And  this  other  letter 

“ I had  perceived,  virtuous  Roland,  during 

* A dub  formed  by  the  framers  of  the  firft  conlUtutiorr 
$€>  maintain  it  againil  the  jacobins, 

G “ your 
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<c  your  firft  adminiftration,  that  our  principles 
<(  were  the  fame. 

(Signed)  “ MoNTESQUICU,’’ 
{General  of  the  Army  of  the  Alps.) 

Thefe  I think  are  fads,  and  the  thing  fpeaks, 
for  itfelf,  and  all  the  diamonds  of  the  Gardq 
Meuble  would  net  fave  the  juft  rnan  for.  this  af- 
fair from  the  national  razor . 

Jerome  Pethion  faid,  in  confidence  to  Danton, 
when  the  feals  were  put  on  Roland’s  papers  ; 
what  affeds  poor  Roland  moft  is,  that  his  do- 
meftic  forrows  will  be  made  public,  and  it  will 
be  known  how  bitter  a cup  cuckoldom  was  to 
the  old  man,  and  how  much  it  difturbed  the 
tranquillity  of  that  great  mind. — We  did  not 
find  thefe  monuments  of  his.  forrows  \ but  we 
found  very  many  proofs  that  he  kept  in  his  pay 
a flying  camp  of  orators  to  give  battle  on  the 
terrace  of  the  Thuilleries,  at  the  coffee-houfes 
of  Beauquefne  and  Procope,  and  in  every  other 
place  where  they  could  meet  with  them,  to  thofe, , 
whom  they  called  the  champions  of  Robef- 
pierre.  We  found  how  very  unfaithful  his  ac- 
counts were,  fince  he  charged  only  1200  livres 
for  fecret  fervice  money,  which  at  that  time  pro- 
• cured  him  fo  much  applaufe,  and  yet  the 
fmgle  article  cf  what  it  coft,  to  influence 
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Qouchoii  * to  rolandize  him,  and  to  get  him' 
to  read  one  of  the  petitions  of  the  Fauxbourg 
St.  Antoine,  that  fingle  article  comes  to  more 
than  2000  livres.—How  many  more  curious 
fads  would  have  been  difcovered  at  the  exami- 
nation of  thefe  papers  * if,  when  we  determined 
in  the  committee  of  25,  to  feize  on  them,  le- 
veral  deputies  had  not  been  feen  to  Aide  out, 
and  give  the  alarm  to  Mr.  and  Madame  Roland 
who,  by  that  means,  had  more  than  fix  hours  to? 
empty  their  writing  tables. 

But  are  any  more  proofs  in  writing  necefifary' 
to  edablifh  the  league  of  Roland  with  the  for- 
mer nobility  ? If  fads  are  called  for,  is  there 
not  one  which  will  be  an  eternal  blot. on  the  ma^ 
jority  of  the  Convention,  and  if  not  a proof  of 
their  being  accomplices,  at  lead,  that  they  were 
far  from  republican  ideas  and  fentiments  of  dig- 
nity.— What ! Roland  alone  (for  I count  as  no- 
thing his  two  Brififotin  attendants)  dare  to  feize 
the  fecrets  of  the  date,  and  the  archives  of  four 
years  confpiracy  ? He  dared  like  a Turkifh  vi- 
zier to  fearch  alone  the  iron  clofet,  and  that  too 
n a time,  when  the  found  part  of  the  Conven- 
tion fufpededj  that  from  out  of  it  would  arife  a 
dreadful  accufation  againd  Roland  himfelf,  when 

* One  of  the  leading  Jacobins  of  the  Fauxbourg  St. 
Aathoine, 
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it  was  notorious  that  his  friends  Guadet,  Verg^ 
Riant,  Genfonne  had  compounded  with  the* 
court  on  the  9th  of  Auguft ; when  that  tranf- 
adion  was  not  to  be  found  among#  the  papers  ? 
when  in  that  hifiory  of  count dr-revolut ionary  in- 
trigues, gaps  were  difcovered  precifely  at  fchofe 
epochs,  when  the  Bfifibtms  were  accufed  of 
trafficking  our  rights  with  the  Court. ^And  the 
majority  of  the  Convention,  who  were  conti- 
nually alarmed  with  chimerical  fears  of  a-  dida- 
torfhip,  did  not  rife  indignant  to*  puhifh  an*  ad 
of  the  mo#  didatorial  authority  imaginable  f 
When  I ran  to  the  tribune  with  lungs  too  weak 
for  my  zeal  to  exclaim  again#  the  vifirat  of  Row- 
land, and  not  being  permitted  to  fpeak,  £ was 
obliged  to  content  myfelf  with  telling  him,;  “ what 
confidence  can  we  place  in  fuch  a defpot  ?,f  the' 
vifier  haughtily  anfwered  me,  “ what  care  1 for 
your  confidence^!”  What  arrogance  towards  a re- 
prefentative  of  the  people,  and'  in  a man  too, 
who#  infradion  of  the  records  of  the  court  trea- 
fons  could  only  beexcufed-  by  faying,  as  they 
did,  that  the  old  man  was  not  ferifible  of  the  im- 
portance, and  by  making  him  out  either  drunk 
or  foolifh,  that  he  might  avoid  being  thought  a 
traitor.  But  an  excufe  for  fuch  an  ad  of  mad- 
nefs  allowable  for  a citizen,  fbould  not  have  beta 
accepted  for  a minifter;  therefore,  the  laws  of 
Solon  made  equally  criminal  the  impr4dence,/or 
the  inebriety  of  an  Ar cheat* 

But 
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-But  when  one  recollects  that  the  very  day  after 
fhe  ioth  of  Auguil,  every  man  of  fenfe  per> 
ceived  that  the  author  of  the  advertifement 
called  <c  the  Dangers  of  Fidoryf  was  beating 
his  drum  for  all  the  Royalifts  and  Fieullans  to 
lock  to  him,  and  that  that  author  was  Roland  * 
the  proof  imprefTion  having  been  feen  on  his  table 
correded  throughout  by  the  hand-  of  his  wife  $ 
when  one  recolleCts  “ the  centinel,  and  his  advice 
to  the  Athenians ” and  his  rofe-coloured  hand  bills, . 
and  his  “ Letter  of  an  Englifhman  to  the  Pad- 
uans.” In  which  a minifter  of  the  home  depart- 
ment (and  of  this  we-  have  legal  proofs)  under  the- 
name  of  am  Englilhman,  held  the  fame  language 
as  Pitt  would  have  held,  and  called  proferiptions 
and  popular  fury  the  foundation  of  the  republic^ 
and  pointed  out  its  founders  as  popular  tyrants,, 3 
nay,  more,  in  which  he  had  the  audacity  to  ex- 
hort the  people  to  refume  their  Ballads,,  and 
their  trifling  character ; when  one  recolleCts  that 
it  was  him  who  in  the  23d  of  September  thus 
concluded  the  ftatement  he  made  to  the  Con- 
vention. “ Force  is  necejfary , 1 think r that  the  Con~ 
vention  ought  to  furround  it f elf  with  a powerful 
“ armed  force,  and  that  a military  .body  paid  and 
“ furnifhed  by  the  departments  can  alone  attain  this 
end.”  Thus  did  he  begin  the  debate  on  a 
pret-orian  guard ; when  one  recolleCts  that  lie  has 
never  ceafed  toflir  up  the  departments  to-Fede- 
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talifme,  and  hatred  of  Paris,  which  is  proved  by 
the  declaration  of  two  deputies,  La  Croix  and* 
Danton,  who  read  the  letter,  <e  We  muft  league 
ourfelves  againft  Paris ; when  a great  number  of 
deputies  atteft,  that  they  were  difgufted  at  the 
converfation  held  at  Roland’s  table,  to  whicli 
they  were  only  invited  to  engage  them  in  a 
coalition  againft  this  city  and  her  tribunes,  and 
her  popular  clubs,  her  conftituted  authorities,/ 
and  her  deputation,  all  too  republican } wheii 
one  remembers  that  he  fuborned  two  falfe  wit- 
neftes  againft  Robefpiere,  B'arbaroux,  and  Re- 
becqui,  both  of  whom  affirmed,  and  the  latter 
laying  his  hands  upon  his  heart,  that  Panis  had 
propofed  to  him  to  make  Robefpierre  dictator when 
one  recollects  his  conflant  affiduity  in  peffeftion- 
ing  the  art  of  overturning  a republic,  and  follow'- 
|ng  the  policy  of  Aiiguftus  * when  one  recof- 

• Odavius  to  become  emperor,  had  only  need  to  lay 
alide  the  title  of  Triumvir.  He  made  himfelf  fure  of  the 
army,  by  dividing,  through  intereft  and  ready  money  the 
foldier  from  the  citizens ; and  of  the  people/  by  raifing  the 
piice  of  bread  under  the  republic,  which  he  immediately 
lowered  under  the  monarchy,  and  of  all  the  world,  by  ex- 
claiming againft  anarchifts  and  fadious  men,  and  by  making 
the  ador  Pilades  play  the  Friend  of  the  Law  * ; all  which 
Tacitus,  with  his  admirable  precifion,  exprefles  in  three 
words:  “ Pofito  triumviri  nomine,  militem  donis,  populum 
jannona,  cundos  Dulcedine  otii  plexit. 

* A Buff? tin  play  fo  called. 
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|efts,  that,  by  the  affiflance  of  the  millions  with 
which  the  legiflatiye  affembly  huffed  him,  he 
had  begun,  the  day  after  the  ioth  of  Auguft,  to 
work  his  great  machine  for  the  forming  a public 
fpirit,  and  had  thus  managed  for  himfelf  in  the 
.eleftoral  affembly  the  nomination  of  deputies,  as 
the  kings  had  at  Rome,  that  to  cardinals. hats. 
It  was  thus  that  he  caufed  to  be  named  Louvet 
at  Orleans,  Sillery  at  Amiens,  Rabaud  de  St. 
Eflienne  at  Trpyes  *.  In  fhoi  t,  when  there 

exifls 

* One  muft  acknowledge  Rabaud  has  not  paid  Roland 
with  ingratitude,  that  he  has  not  ftolen  his  feat — charged 
with  poifoning  the  public  opinion,  he  gave  himfelf  up  to 
that  trade  with  indefatigable  ardor,  and  with  fo  much  the 
more  fuccefs,  as  he  very  well  knows  how  to  prepare  a cer- 
tain varnilh  of  moderation  with  which  he  polilhes  his  venom. 
It  is  he  who  kept  the  principal  Ihopof  calumnies  againft  the 
Editor,  at  the  fame  time,  of  the  Moniteur,  Mercury,  art€ 
Chronicle;  thefe  Jacobin  newfpapers  were  the  three  throats 
through  which  this  Cerberus  of  the  Briffoti ns  daily  yelped 
againft  the  Mountain  ; and  never  did  difguifed  royalift  bet- 
ter deferve  to  be  elevated  to  the  prefidency,  and  to  be  bell- 
bearer  * to  the  coalition.  There  is  one  anecdote  of  him 
which  will  paint  him  better  than  a large  volume,  Ro- 
befpirre  was  in  the  tribune  exerting  himfelf  violently  for 
half  an  hour,  and  that  half  hour  Rabaud,  in  a corner  look- 
ing ftedfaftlyat  him,fet  biting  his  fingers  and  papers,  and  at 

the 

* The  prefident  of  the  Convention  has  a large  dinner  bell  to  ring  the  af- 
fembly  to  order.  1 have  feen  feven  broke  in  the  fctting  of  the  coaftituent  af- 
fembly. 
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■exlfts  proofs  in  writing  of  his  being  leagued  with 
it  he  former  nobility;  when  one  recolle&s  that 
this  patriarch  (as  the  'lovers  of  his  Penelope  ufed 
to  call  him)  drunk  with  their  flattery,  and  embol- 
dened by  his  old  age,  dared  to  take  in  his  hands* 
trembling  with  60  winters,  thofe  reins  which  Mont- 
rnorin  and  Beleffart  had  abandoned ; and  thus, 
afftfled  by  his  two  footmen,  Le  Brun  and 
Claire  re  (the  latter  the  moil  daring  violator  of 
the  fecrefy  of  the  Poil-office,  and  the  Briflot  of 
finance  ; and  the  former  a low  flatterer,  as  is 
proved  by  his  letter  to  Jofeph  II.  and  iince  em- 
ployed to  p^y,  at  the  expence  of  the  nation,  the 

the  fame  time  making  all  kind  of  faces.  What  do  yoa 
;mean  by  $vat  pantomime.,  and  what  is  your  objeft  in  it, 
faid  one  of  his  neighbours  to  him  ? The  prieft,  who  thought 
lie  was  fpeaking  to  one  pf  his  friends,  anfwered  him.  Don’t 
#ou  fee  that  as  there  is  no  means  of  interrupting  Robefpierre.. 
iince  the  decree,  which  forbids  all  figns  of  approbation  qt 
diflike.  If  Robefpierre  fhould  by  chance  fee  one  making 
faces  at  him  it  might  confufe  his  ideas,  and  oblige  him  to 
leave  off.  This  trifling  fa&  in  appearance  (hews  the  foul  of 
JRabaud  ftripped  of  all  difguife,  who  is  fuch  a reptile,  fuch  a 
Have,  an  intriguer,  a traitor,  fuch  a hypocrite,  in  fhort  fuch 
.a  Briffotin £ for  vyhat  I have  juft  written  is  the  definition  of  a 
Briffotin,  that  when  the  National  Affembly  ftiall  be  fo  purged 
of  that  kind  of  men,  that  people  fhall  aik  what  a Briffotin 
was,  I will  move,  that  to  preferve  a perfefl  fpeciraen  of  one, 
this  man’s  fkin,  be  fluffed,  and  that  the  original  maybe 
-kept  entire  at  the  Mufeum  of  Natural  Hiftory,  and  for  this 
^purpofe  I will  pppofe  his  being  guillotined.— It  has  fince 
taken  place, 

ngwfpape^ 


hewfpaber  writers  who  detailed  the  BrifTotiti 
Opium)  became  the  coachman  of  the  counter- 
revolution ; Who  in  recollecting  all  thefe  events 
does  not  perceive  that  the  audacious  folitary 
fearch  of  the  iron  clofet  by  Roland,  was  not  the 
thoughtlefs  imprudence  of  a grey  bearded  mi- 
nifter,  but  a maifer-ftroke,  a magnificent 
fotement  *,  which  is  only  to  be  furpaiTed  by  the 
firft  elfay  this  virtuous  man  made  on  the  Garde 
Meuble  about  the  middle  of  September. 

When  Barrington  heard  at  Botany  Bay  of  the 
robbery  of  the  Garde  Meuble,  he  muff  have  ex- 
claimed, that  he  was  out-done  in  his  own  arts  by 
the  virtuous  minifter  of  the  Republic*  In  fpite  of 
Briffot’s  declamation  in  the  Committee  of  Gene^ 
ral  Defence  cc  that  Roland  alfo  eat  the  fame 
bread  as  the  poor,  and  that  when  he  quitted  for 
a fecond  time  his  place  as  minifter,  lie  had  not 
remaining  wherewithal  to  live,  if  he,  BrifTot, 
had  not  engaged  the  Executive  Council,  to  give 
a penfion  of  3000  livres  to  the  ex-minifter,  as  a 
reward  for  his  fervices  in  the  manufactories.”  It 
is  evident  in  my  eyes,  and  will  be  proved  to  pof- 
terity,  that  it  was  the  virtuous  Roland,  who 
robbed  the  Garde  Meuble.  The  robbers  were 
taken  up,  and  impeached  their  accomplices ; 

* I.  e.  Robbery ^ or  a£c  of  lharping. 
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almofl  every  thing  they  carried  with  them  wa& 
found  upon  them,  and  yet  the  amount  of  what 
was  recovered,  does  not  amount  to  four  millions 
of  livres  *,  and  the  large  diamonds  have  never 
been  heard  of,  fo  that  it  is  eafy  to  guefs,  that 
the  robbers  were  purpofely  introduced  into  the 
Garde  Meuble*  that  they  might  carry  off  the  re- 
mains, and  ferve  as  a pretext  for  the  plunder, 
and  thus  conceal  the  official  theft  which  had 
been  committed,  and  the  ministers  great  opera- 
tion of  finance. -—You  have  heard  Fabre  D* Eglan- 
tine, who,  with  his  well-known  fagacity,  has  fol- 
lowed every  flep  of  this  expedition,  clearly  de- 
monftrate  to  us  by  proofs,  which  would  be  con- 
fidered  as  fuch  by  a jury,,  that  every  thing  had 
been  prepared  before  hand  to  facilitate  the  ad- 
miffion  of  thofe  houfe-breakers,  who  were  only: 
the  rear  guard  of  the  greater  robbers,  into  the 
Garde  Meuble.— ’ This,  at  lead,  is  certain,  nei- 
ther the  Pitt,  the  Regent,  or  the  Sancy  f r have 
ever  been  found,  which  is  a flrong  fuppofition 
of  an  anterior  robbery,  and  of  which  nobody  could 
be  fufpeded,  but  the  minifter  Roland,  who  had 
the  care  of  the  Garde  Meuble.— The  obferver 
who  (hall  remark  all  thefe  various  preemptive 

* i60j00ol.  fterling. 

f The  names  of  three  diamonds  belonging  to  the  crown 
of  France,  fuppofed  to  be  the  larged  and  mod  beautiful 
known. 
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proofs,  and  the  important  indications  of  Eglan- 
tine,  and  the  efforts  of  Roland  to  ftir  up  all 
France  againft.  the  republican  deputies,  by  em- 
ploying fo  many  preffes  for  three  months,  in  ex- 
citing pity  on  the  htuation  of  Louis  XVI.  and 
the  whole  of  his  fecond  adminiftration,  in  which 
it  is  clearly  to  be  perceived,  that  on  the  very  day 
after  the  ioth  of  Augufl,  he  employed  all*  his 
endeavours  to  rally  around  him  the  friends  of  the 
conftitution,  and  the  remains  of  the  royal 
army.  I fay,  the  mind  which  meditates  on  thefe 
things,  and  follows  their  traces,  will  have  as 
little  doubt,  as  when  hiftory  Ihaif  have  found 
out  the  Pitt  and  the  Sancy,  that  in  the  ftate  of 
defeat  of  the  royalifts  after  the  io.th  of  Auguft, 
and  in  their  defpair  of  accomplifhing  a counter- 
revolution, according  to  the  fafhion  of  Calonne  *, 
and  Auftria,  Roland  held  out  the  bait  to  them 
of  an  Anglo- Pruffian  counter-revolution  a la  Brif- 
Jot , and  that  he  engaged  them  to  accept  of  his 
counter-revolution,  thus  lowered  in  value  t6 
them,  and  in  concert  with  Louis  XVI.  though 
a prifoner,  he  plundered  the  Garde  Meuble,as  a 

* It  is  rather  extraordinary  to  fee  the  pains  which  the  Re- 
publicans have  taken  to  accufe  the  Queen  of  an  affe&ion  for 
M.  de  Calonne.  He  was  in  all  times  the  particular  objedl 
of  her  diflike,  and  perhaps  her  firft  and  greateft  interference 
in  public  affairs,  was  to  obtain  the  difgrace  ©f  that  Mi-* 
nifter. 
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valuable  fuppliment  to  the  civil  lift,  in  order  to  ' 
corrupt  the  Convention,  pay  60,000  livres  of 
debts  for  Duprat,  80,000  livres  for  Barbaroux*, 
anrd  to  aftift  royalty  in  the  agonies  of  death,  and 
ftifte  republicanifm  in  its  cradle.— I fupprefs 
numberlefs  fads,  What  could  they  add  to  the 
impreffion  of  horror,caufedby  the  twolaft,againft 
the  hypocrify  of  thefe  virtuous  men,  of  thefe 
fages,  for  it  was  fo  that  they  (tiled  each  other 
to  deceive  the  vulgar,  like  priefts,  by  incenfing 
and  proftrating  themfelves  before  one  another  ? 
They  called  its  royalifts,  and  yet  they  were 
leagued  with  the  ci-devant  nobles,  with  ftock- 
jobbers,  and  yet  they  unceafingly  preached  up  a 
crufade  againft  Paris,  and  drove  to  blow  up  into 
a flame  the  cinders  of  royalty.  They  called  us 
Diforgani^ers,  while  their  creat vires,  Dumourier 
and  Bournonville  dlforganized  the  army ; and 
they  themfelves  confpired  to  diforganize  the  re- 

* According  to  the  177th  number  of  the  Journal  of  Mar^ 
feilles  ^arbaroux,  vvhofe  whole  fortune,  when  he  fet  out  for 
the  Convention,  conMed  in  a poniard,  gave  for  anfwer  to  thq 
Marfeiliois,  who  were  aitonithed  at  his  being  rich  enough 
to  keep  two  fecretaries,  and  numerous  ferva.nts ; that  in 
confequence  of  the  law  which  aboliflied  entails,  he  had 
fucceeaed  to  a fortune  cf  §0,000  livres.  Now,  it  is  well 
ktiQ-vn,  that  Barbaroux’s  relations  in  the  two  worlds  vvere 
riot  worth  inch  a fum  ; although  to  fling  dud  in  tjie  eyes  of 
cuiious  enquirers,  he  faid,  he  had  received  this  money  from 
an  inheritance  in  the  Welt  Indies. 
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public,  by  convoking  the  primary  aiTemblies  of 
Brittany  and  La  Vendee — -we  were  ecret  partb 
zans  of  Orleans,  yet  they  were  the  avowed  fupport* 
ers  of  Orleans  and  Dumourier— -we  were  affafiins, 
and  yet  they  could  find  excufes  for  the  mafiacres 
of  Avignon,  and  that  they  have  been  the  caufe 
of  the  death  of  fo  many  thcufand  citizens  on  the 
frontiers  by  that  war,  in  which  they  engaged  us 
in  fpite  of  our  cries.  Have  they  not  called  us 
robbers  whilft  they  plundered  the  Garde  Meu- 
ble  ? No,  there  is  no  example  in  hiflory  of  a fac- 
tion more  impudently  hypocritical. 

But  in  fpite  of  their  calumnies,  and  of  the 
clamors  of  the  other  feels  of  bad  citizens,  of  thofe 
royalifts,  of  thofe  falfe  patriots  who  fay,  that 

the  Convention  has  promifed  much,  and  per- 
formed nothing  f ’ who  reproach  us  with  our 
quarrels,  and  afk  one  another  in  the  evening, 
if  in  the  morning  the  two  parties  pulled  each 
other  by  the  hair,  as  if  it  were  poffible  for  dogs 
to  live  peaceably  with  wolves ; in  fpite  of  thofe 
concealed  royalifts,  who,  unable  to  juftify  the 
Briftotins,  ftrive  to  throw  the  blame  on  both 
fides  of  the  Convention,  in  hopes  of  giving  us  a 
Louis  XVII.  in  the  room  of  a national  afiembly  ; 
In  fpite,  I fay,  of  all  thefe  clamors,  I fee  arife 
the  pillar,  on  which  a grateful  pofterity  Ihall 
engrave  the  names  of  thofe  courageous  men  who 
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so  forcibly  perfuaded  the  majority,  andfealed 
with  the  blood  of  the  tyrant,  the  decree  which 
declared  France  a republic.-— Whatever  mixture 
of  villains  and  traitors  may  be  found  in  the  Con- 
vention. I am  not  afraid  to  maintain,  that  there 
never  was  any  aflembly  in  the  univerfe  of  whofe 
conduct  a nation  ought  to  entertain  greater 
hopes.  Let  it  be  remembered  from  what  a 
pitch  of  corruption  we  fet  out ; let  it  be  re- 
membered, that  we  were  in  that  date  which  a! 
man  who  had  paded  his  life  in  travelling  de- 
fcribed,  when  he  faid  “ I fhould  be  willing  to  fix 
my  abode  in  fome  city,  if  I could  find  one  in 
which  power  and  in  ter  eft  were  placed  in  the 
hands  of  honed  men every  where  men  were 
either  hammers  or  anvils,  vel  pr^eda  vel  prado> 
or,  according  to  the  faying  of  fome  ancient  fage, 
« I never  fee  a city,  but  I think  that  I enter  a 
country  infe&ed  with  the  plague,  where  nothing 
elfe  is  to  be  perceived  but  dead  bodies,  which 
are  devoured,  and  crows  which  devour.'’ — In 
fpite  of  the  proclamation  of  Cobourg,  and  the 
calumnies  of  the  Zoilus’s  of  the  revolution,  yet 
mud  it  be  acknowledged,  that  if  Petronius  lived 
in  our  days,  he  could  not  hold  the  fame  lan- 
guage. Each  year  the  national  reprefentation 
purifies  itfelf : few  of  the  1200,  who  compofed 
the  condituent  affembly  appeared  pure  5 and 
fmall  as  their  numbers  was,  it  has  become  lefs 
when  fifted  by  the  Convention  The  legiflative 
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aflembly,  thuugh  lefs  in  number,  has  furniilied 
more  deputies,  who  were  faithful  to  the  interefb 
of  the  people.  The  Convention  has  fhewa  a 
ftill  greater  number.  Doubtlefs,  the  fourth  puri- 
fying fcrutiny,  will  allure,  to  the  friends  ot  Li- 
berty and  Equality,  a permanent,  and  invariable, 
majority  in  the  Convention,  above  all,  when 
there  (hall  no  longer  exift  a Garde  Meuble  to 
plunder,  or  a Claviere,  as  keeper  of  the  national 
treafures. — The  abilities  fo  neceffary  in  the 
founders  of  the  French  Republic,  will  not  be 
wanting  in  the  affembly  of  the  reprefentatives 
of  the  people  — It  is  impoffible,.  that  the  fer- 
mentation occafioned  in  men’s  minds  by  four 
years  of  difcord  and  civil  war  in  a country  like 
France,  fhould  not  have  formed  a people  of  ci- 
tizens, politicians,  and  heroes. — There  are  a 
number  of  citizens  in  the  Convention,  who,  as 
yet,  are  only  remarkable  for  their  firmnefs,  but 
whofe  abilities  would  fooii  be  remarked,  if  the 
mode  of  conducing  our  National  Affemblies 
was  not  more  favorable  to  pratling  than  to  elo- 
quence ; as  if  deep  thought,  and  the  feeble  or- 
gans of  human  underftanding,  were  compati- 
ble with  that  unceafing  continuation  of  fittings, 
a legiflature,  in  fhort,  that  travels  poll,  and 
without  {lopping.* — Their  abilities  have,  how- 
. ever, 

* The  National  Affembly  of  the  French  Republic  will 

never  arrive  at  it’s  true  Rate  of  perfection,  till  they  fhall 
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ever,  appeared  in  the  difcufhon  of  imports 
queftions  ; that  alone  on  the  trial  of  the  tyrant* 
is  fufficlent  to  anlwer  ail  the  calumnies  of  the 
detractors  of  the  Convention. — Thofe  who  have 
deltroyed  the  prejudices  in  favour  of  royalty,  and 
dragged  a king  of  France  to  the  fcaffold,  becaufe 
he  zvas  a King,  can  never  be  difgraced  in  the  opi- 
nion of  nations.  We  have  tried  a fublime  ex*- 
periment,  that  of  making  mankind  happy  and 
free,  and  which,  even  if  we  fail  in,  will  crown 
us  with  immortal  glory.  But  we  fhall  not  fail, 
and  the  Forms  which  threaten  the  French  re- 
public, will  be  like  the  winds,  which  alfail  a 
vigorous  tree  j their  moft  violent  gulls  only 
ftrengthen  its  roots.  The  evil  was  in  our  blood 
but  the  eruption  of  its  venom,  by  the  emigration 
of  Dumourier,  and  his  lieutenants,  has  already 
half  faved  our  body  politic.  The  amputations  of 
the  revoke,  ionary  tribunal,  (not  that  of  a fervant 
maid, who  fhould  have  been  fent  to  the  holpital, j* 

but 

adjourn,  or  prorogue  their  fittings.— One  has  never  till  now 
feen  a people  condemn  their  legiflators,  to  make  laws  like  a 
iblind  horfe,  who  turns  a mill  day  and  night.  The  Romans 
4ifcuffed  a law  during  27  days,  and  there  are  l’ome  fittings 
£n  which  we  iffue  20  or  30  decrees. 

* A bridewell.  The  firft  fentence  or  amputation  per- 
formed by  thefe  political  furgeons,  was  on  a poor  cook-maid, 
condemned  to  death  for  pitying  Louis  Xfl.  They  have  fine© 
amputated  the  head  of  a footman  of  22  years  of  age,  for  hav- 
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but  thole  of  generals  and  traitor  minifters,  with 
the  expullion  of  the  Briflbtins'  from  the  Conven- 
tion, will  completely  infure  a found  confdtution 
to  the  Convention.  Already  365  members  have, 
in  the  perfonof  Louis  XVI.  executed  all  kings,  in 
£fhgy,  and  more  than  250  members  glory  in  belong- 
ing to  the  Mountain.  Let  them  cite  to  me  an  ex- 
ample in  the  hiftory  of  the  whole  world,  of  any  na- 
tion which  ever  poffeffed  fo  many  reprefentatives 
truly  devoted  to  her  interefts,  For  fix  hundred 
years,  the  Englilh  have  had  a Parliament,  and  yet 
only  onee  have  they  poffeffed  (and  that  in  the 
long  Parliament)  a Mountain*,  and  a number  of 
true  patriots ; and  the  number  of  thofe  true  pa- 
triots, who  brought  about  fuch  events,  did  not 
exceed  1 00  members.  In  Rome,  only  Cato  ; in 
Holland,  only  Barnevelt  and  the  two  De  Wits, 
Ilruggled  again!!  the  genius  and  the  victories  of 
Csfar  and  of  William. 

Let  us  lofe  no  time  in  opening  the  primary 
fchools : it  is  one  of  the  crimes  of  the  Conven- 
tion, that  they  are  not  yet  eftab'lifhed.  If  a 
national  inllru&or  had  been  feated  in  the  pul- 
ing fpoken  words  which  tended  to  manifejl  an  inclination  for 
Royalty. 

* The  Jacobin  fa&ion  fiile  themfelves  colle&ively  the 
Mountain^ 

pit 
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pit  of  the  curate  to  read  to  the  people  comment 
taries  on  the  Rights  cf  Men,  and  the  almanack 
of  father  Gerard  * ; already  would  fuperftition, 
that  itch  of  the  human  mind,  have  loft  its  irw 
ftuence  on  the  Bas  Bretons,  and  we  fhould  not 
have  feen  amidft  the  lights  of  this  age,  and  of 
our  nation,  the  aftonifhing  phenomenon  of  that 
darknefs  which  covers  La  Vendee,  Quimper- 
corentin,  and  the  country  of  Languinais,  where 
the  peafants  fay  to  our  commifFaries,  fi<  Make 
liafte  to  cut  off  my  head,  that  I may  arife  again 
in  three  days/* — Such  men  dishonour  the  guil- 
lotine, as  formerly  the  gallows  was  difgraced  by 
hanging  the  dogs,  who  were  taken  with  fmug- 
glers,  by  the  Tides  of  their  m afters.  I cannot 
imagine  how  one  can  ferioufly  condemn  to  death 
thefe  animals  with  a human  face;  one  fhould -p 
hunt  them  down  not  as  in  a war,  but  as  in  a 
cbace,  and  in  regard  to  thofe  whom  we  make - 
prifoners  j,  the  belt  thing  we  could  do  with 

them 

* A kina  of  Jacobin  catechilm,  printed  in  the  name  of  q, 
Mr.  Gerard,  an  ignorant  but  honeft  Breton  farmer.  Mem- 
ber of  the  Ccnftituent  Afiembly. 

f This  argument  fmells  a little  of  popular  ariftocracy,  as 
if  the  people  of  Brittany  and  Poitou  were  canaille  by  the 
wife  people  of  Paris. 

| They  do  not  give  themfelves  that  trouble ; in  a letter 
from  La  Planche,  one  of  the  commiliioners  of  the  Conven- 
tion 
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them  in  the  fcarcity  of  provihon?  we  mile’', 
would  be  to  exchange  them  againfl  their  own 
oxen  of  Poitou. 

Let  there  be  erected  in  the  place  of 
colleges  for  Greek  and  Latin,  Seminaries,  for 
teaching  gratis,  arts  and  trade  in  every  diftridL 

Let  us  bring  the  fea  to  Paris,  that  we  may 
ihew  to  nations  and  to  kings  that  a republican 
government,  inftead  of  ruining  cities,  is  favourable 
to  commerce*  which  only  flourifhes  in  repub- 
lics, and  in  proportion  to  the  liberty  of  a 
people*  and  the  flavery  of  their  neighbours;  wit-, 
nefs  Tyre,  Carthage,  Athens,  Rhodes,  Syracufe, 
London,  and  Amflerdam.— We  have  invited  all 
the  Philofophers  of  Europe  to  a (lift  us  with  their 
knowledge  in  the  framing  of  our  laws  *.  There 

is 

tion  with  the  army  fent  sg-ainfl  the  royalifts  ; he  informs  the 
Convention,  that  he  had  fiirprized  the  town  of  Avranches, 
which  the  royalifts  had  occupied  two  days  before,  and  that 
he  found  the  town,  the  hofpitals,  and  other  public  buildings, 
very  full  of  old  men,  women,  children,  and  wounded,  but 
that  the  national  vengeance  had  been  without  delay  executed 
on  them  all,  and  **  that  there  was  an  end  of  them.” 

* Philofo'he,  is  the  word  in  the  original — of  foreigners 
who  have  obeyed  this  invitation  2re  Anachar/Is  Cloots  ; 
Thomas  Paine,  who  is  now  a fugitive  from  the  guillotine 
for  m:dcratifm,  i.  e.  (moderation.)  £'r.  Prieflly  declined 
1 2 not 
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is  one,  however,  amongft  the  ancients  to  wliofe 
wifcfom  we  fhould  have  recourfe.  It  is  Solon,, 
the  lawgiver  of  Athens  ; a number  of  wliofe 
inftitutions  appear  calculated  to  take  root 
aniongd  us.  Indeed,  it  iliould  feem  as  if  he 
had  the  French  in  contemplation  when  he  framed 
his  laws.  Montefquieu  exclaimed  with  ad- 
miration in  reading  the  Athenian  mode  of  taxa- 
tion. In  that  city,  he  who  only  poffefled  the 
common  neceifaries  of  life  paid  his  contribution 
to  the  Hate,  by  his  perfon,  either  by  ferving  in  the 
armies,  or  attending  the  pari ih  meetings  * * but 
the  man,  whofe  fortune  amounted  to  ten 
talents,  fupplied  his  country  with  a galley ; if 

not  from  averfion,  but  from  diffidence,  and  fent  his  proxy 
to  adore  the  new  lights— of  their  own  philofopher,  who  have 
co-operated  with  their  countrymen — the  catalogue  is  longer. 
Bailli,  guillotined  for  obeying  the  orders  of  the  ConMtuent 
^ffiembly.  Raynal,  exiled  for  explaining  away  the  right  of 
popular  murders.  Condorcet,  condemned  to  death  (though 
not  yet  taken)  for  beirg  a Briifotin,  although  he  took  part 
‘with  the  Septembrizers,  and  voted  t’pat  the  king  fhould  be 
fent  to  the  gallies.  The  Due  de  la  Rochefaucault,  murdered 
by  the  people  at  the  inftigation  of  his  tutor,  and  dependent 
Condorcet.  Champfort,  who  murdered  himfelf  to  avoid  the 
guillotine— after  this  treatment  of  modern  philcfrpkcs,  they 
do  well  to  have  recourfe  to  ancient  philoiophers. 

* The  Convention  have  adopted, this  idea,  by  decreeing 
that  all  citizens  who  give  up  a day’s  labour  to  the  important 
duties  of  political  debates  in  their  fedlion,  fhall  receive  4 a 
fous  a day  to  be  paid  by  a tax  cn  the  rich, 

pof- 
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pofietted  of  twenty  talents,  with  two ; and  if 
matter  of  thirty  with  three  galleys.  Never- 
thelefs,  to  encourage  commerce,  however  great 
the  fortune  one  had  acquired,  if  one  was  aBeau- 
jon,  or  a Laborde  *,  the  law  could  only  exad  & 
tax  equal  to  the  maintenance  of  tnree  galleys, 
and  a fmall  Veffel.— ' To  indemnify  the  rich,  they 
poiTeffed  a proportionable  degree  of  confedera- 
tion in  their  tribes,  were  ele&ed  to  places  in  the 
municipality,  and  covered  with  honours. 

In  Athens,  there  was  a treafury  for  paying  the 
expences  of  the  theatres,  and  indemnifying  the 
national  comedians  for  the  feats  of  poor  citi- 
zens. Their  play-houfes  were  their  primary 
fchools ; but  certainly  inferior  to  our  colleges  of 
arts  and  trades,  when  the  Convention  fhallliave 
eftablifhed  them. 

There,  no  man  was  exempt  from  ferving  in 
perfon  in  the  war,  unlefs  he  equipped  and  main- 
tained, at  his  expence,  a foldier  and  hishorfe,  by 
which  means  the  army  was  not  only  fupplied 
with  an  excellent  cavalry,  but  the  camp  and 
army  were  not  embarraffed  with  a number  of 

* Two  bankers  of  immenfe  wealth  ; the  former  is  dead, 
and  tire  latter  is  in  prifoA  o-n  account  of  his  wealth.  Every 
©ther  rich  merchant  of  Paris  is  in  the  fame  predicament. 

fhop- 
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fhopmen*  and  rich  traders,  who  mufl  be  (tetri-4 
mental  to  the  fervice. 

There,  thofe  of  the  fame  tribe,  and  of  the! 
fame  diftridd,  were  formed  into  the  fame  com- 
pany or  fquadron  ; they  marched,  they  fought 
by  the  fide  of  their  relations,  of  their  friends, 
their  neighbours,  or  their  rivals  : none  dared  be 
guilty  of  cowardice  in  prefence  of  fuch  wit- 
neftes. 

There,  there  was  eftablifhed  a calm  and  eafy 
tetreat  for  thofe  who  had  deferved  well  of  their 
country.  This  it  would  be  eafy  for  us  to  imi- 
tate, and  even  to  furpafs  by  turning  into  magni- 
ficent military  colleges,  Verfaiiles,  and  all  the 
palaces  of  defpots,  for  thofe  heroes  of  liberty, 
who  fhall  have  vanquifhed  them. 

There,  was  to  be  feen  the  mold  affecting  infti- 
tution,  which  was  ever  praddifed  by  any  people, 
the  laft  day  of  the  feaft  of  Bacchus,  at  the 
conclufion  of  the  laft  tragedy,  in  prefence  of  the 
fenate,  of  the  army,  and  of  a crowd  of  citi- 
zens, a herald  prefented  to  the  people  a number 
of  young  orphans,  the  adopted  children  of  the 
nation,  in  thefe  terms : “ Behold  the  fons  of 
thofe  who  died  in  battle  bravely  fighting  for  their 

coun^. 
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country.  The  people  who  have  adopted  them, 
have  brought  them  up  till  they  have  attamed 
the  age  of  twenty,  and  this  day,  in  which  they  ar- 
rive at  that  period,  the  people  gives  them  a com- 
plete fuit  of  armour,  fends  them  back  to  their 
friends,  and  afligns  to  them  the  moft  honour- 
able feats  in  all  places  of  public  entertainment. 

I acknowledge,  we  have  not  yet  engrafted  a- 
mongft  us  all  thefe  noble  inftitutions ; I acknow- 
ledge, that  the  date  is  not  in  this  moment  en- 
tirely exempt  from  diforders,  anarchy,  and  pil- 
lage ; but  was  it  poflible  to  fweep  out  fo  great  an 
empire,  without  occafioning  a little  dull  and 
dirt.  The  nation  has  luffered,  but  was  it  pof- 
fible  to  cure  it,  without  making  it  thinner  ? 
She  has  paid  an  excehive  price  for  every  thing, 
but  it  is  her  ranfom  that  die  pays,  and  (he  will 
not  always  be  betrayed.  We  have  already  ac- 
complilhed  the  oath  the  neared  the  heart  of  a 
citizen;  that  oath  which  every  young  man  of 
Athens  made  on  becoming  18  years  of  age, 
“ To  leave  his  country  more  rich  and  flouridling 
than  he  found  it.” — We  found  France  a mo- 
narchy, and  we  fhall  leave  it  a republic. 

Let  fools  and  coxcombs  then  daily  repeat  that 
old  adage  of  oi}r  grandmothers,  that  a repub- 
lican 
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ilcan  government  is  not  fuited  to  France, — Red 
heels  and  fcarlet  robes,  the  courtiers  of  the  anti- 
chambers,  and  the  court  i^ans  of  the  Palais 
Royal,  chicanery  and  Pharoah,  pimping  and 
proftitution  ; frock-jobbers,  and  financeers ; fpies 
and  fharpers,  rogues  and  infamous  men  of  all 
defcriptions  ; and  lafily,  priefls,  who  abfolved  you 
from  every  crime  on  condition  of  tythes : thefe 
are  the  profeffors,  thefe  are  the  men  to  whom  a 
monarchy  is  neceffary  ; but  although  it  Ihould  be 
true,  that  formerly  republicanifm  and  democracy 
could  never  take  root  in  a country  of  fo  large 
extent  as  France  ; yet  the  knowledge  and  lights 
of  the  18th  century,  makes  abfurd  all  compa- 
nion between  this  and  ancient  times.  Plato  faid, 
if  a painter  fhewed  you  a woman  whofe  charms 
furpaffed  even  imaginary  ideas  of  perfect  beauty, 
would  you  find  fault  with  her,  becaufe  there 
never  yet  exifled  one  fo  handfome  ; for  my  part, 
I maintain  that  plain  common  fenfe  will  fee 
evidently  that  a Republic  alone  can  keep  the 
promife  to  France,  vainly  made  by  monarchsfor 
200  years— -a  fowl  on  every  man’s  table.  * 

* Henry  the  Fourth  ufed  to  fay,  that  if  he  lived,  he 
hoped  to  make  France  fo  flourifliing,  that  the  poorelt  man 
in  his  kingdom  Ihould  have  his  fowl  and  pot,  i.  e.  it  is  then 
in  the  pot. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

THIS  Fragment  does  not  contain  the  tenth 
part  of  the  hiftory  of  the  Briftbtins  ; the  greateft 
number  of  thefe  fadts  having  been  wrapped  up 
in  darknefs,or  elfe  having  taken  place  at  a diftance 
fo  great,  as  to  be  out  of  the  reach  of  my  telefcope. 
It  mud  therefore  be  left  to  time  and  chance  to 
reveal  to  us  certain  anecdotes ; fucli  as,  for  in- 
fiance, that  of  the  death  of  Favras  *,  which  I 
related  in  the  fourth  number  of “ La  'Tribune  des 
Patriots  Time  will  alfo  inform  us  how  the 
Prince  de  Poix  efcaped  from  the  Mayor’s  houfe 
on  the  nth  of  Augufi,  and  what  Angel  en- 
tranced his  guards,  and  led  him  forth  from  the 
mayor  Pethion’s  houfe,  in  a manner  as  miracu- 
lous as  St.  Peter  from  his  chains.— Hiftory  will 
learn  from  his  fervant  whether  this  prodigy  was 
owing  to  the  hundred  thoufand  crowns  given  to 
his  municipal  keepers,  as  was  then  faid,  or 

* Camille  Defmoulin  pretends,  that  Favras  was  faved 
from  death  by  braces,  which  pafTed  from  under  his  arms  to 
the  gibbet,  and  prevented  his  hanging,  and  that  he  has 
fince  been  l’een  at  Bruflels.  The  improbability  of  fuch  a 
faft,  is  a fufficrent  proof  again!!  it,  befides  which,  when  in 
a foreign  country,  there  could  be  no  reafon  for  Mr.  d'"' 
Favras  to  conceal  his  exigence. 


K 
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wither  the  true  explanation  of  this  affair,  k 
to  be  found,  as  I have  alfo  heard,  and  which 
eems  very  probable,  in  the  following  account. 

Every  body  knows,  and  Robefpierre  W in 
ii, s feventh  letter  to  his  conflituents,  (a  letter  in 
ipite  of  detraction,  equal  for  its  attic  wit  and 
pleafantry  to  the  bell  of  the  provincials  *)  fhewn 
with  much  ability,:  that  Pethion  not  only  did 
not  wifofor  the  loth'  of  Auguft,  andfiroveas  much 
as  poffible  to  hold  back  from  it  ; that  accom- 
pan^d  by  Rccderer,  he  not  only  vifited  the 

,.Sa°  tiie  paIaGe>  and  gave  llis  municipal  be- 
V 1 IOp  t0  the  Swifs  Guards,  and  the  Knights 
of  the  Po, guard,  but  when  Mandat  was  ar- 
efted,  and  received  on  the  Heps  of  the  town- 
•ou  e, t re^punifhment  of  his  crime  f.  He  was 
accufed  of  having  delivered  to  this  General  a 
written  order  to  fire  on  the  people  in  cafe  of  in- 

WyST- of  the  cetoed 

t This  gentleman  commanded  the  National  Guards  cm  the 
and  received  orders  from  the  municipality 
to  defend  the  palace.  On  the  9th  in  the  night,  the  felf-cLed 
evolutionary  Municipality,  drove  the  old  municipal  officers 
from  the  Mwn-houfe,  fizedon  the  chief  direftion,  and  fent  for 
Mandat  in  the  name  of  thofe  from  whom  he  had  received  or- 
’ and  caufed  him  to  be  murdered  by  the  people,  by  which 
means  the  nat.onal  guards  of  the  palace  being  without  a 
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jommander,  did  not  dare  aft,  and  deferted  the. Swifs. 


fur- 
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furreAion.  I have  it  from  very  good  authority, 
that  it  was  to  this  order  figned  Pethion,  that 
■rhiJhpe  Noailies  owes  his  fafety. — Whether  it 
was  given  them  by  Mandat,  or  by  what  Other 
means  they  obtained  this  precious  writing,  is  of 
httle  confequence,  but  fome  perfons  nearly  con. 
nected  with  the  Prince  dePoix,  held  that  order 
m their  hands,  when  they  came  to  folicit  his  re- 
leafe  from  Pethion,  and  when  he  made  fome  dif- 
ficulties on  taking  upon  himfelf  fo  dangerous 
a tep  as  that  of  liberating  the  Captain  of 
tfie  Royal  Guards,  they  determined  him  by  the 
.ear  of  a greater  danger,  and  ihewing  him  the 
paper,  threatened,  unlefs  he  fayed  his  prifoner 
, /he  guillotine,  to  place  him,  himfelf,  under 
the  iatal  razor.-It  is  faid,  that  there  was  no 
need  of  repeating  this  twice  to  Pethion,  for 
e ound  out  a back  door,  which  he  Opened  for 
the  captain  of  the  guards. 

I have  even  omitted  feveral  fads  of  public  no- 
nety ; fuch  for  mfiance,  as  that  which  Meaulle 

TTVn  f.herTribune>  as  being  himfelf  affured 
of  the  truth  of  it,  that  the  leaders  of  the  right 

fide  wilhed  to  maffacre  the  Mountain,  and  that 
ar  aroux,  one  of  their  chiefs,  had  dared  to 
g-ve  orders  to  the  ad  battalion  of  Marfeilles 
and  command  them  to  furround  the  Convention 
the  evening  before  fentence  was  patfed  on  the 

King, 
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King. — But  what  I have  already  related,  is  fuffi- 
cient  to  prove  the  guilt  of  the  Balloting,  and  that 
their  trial  may  be  looked  on  as  completely  finilhed, 
and  it  is  clear,  for  inftance,  that  from  the  authentic 
papers  I have  quoted,  that  Roland  ought  to  have 
been  delivered  overto  the  Revolutionary  Tribunal 
the  inflant  that,  in  the  fearch  of  his  papers  thofe 
pieces  had  been  found,  which  would  have  put 
his-  condemnation  beyond  all  doubt  ?— Is  it  not 
fui&ient  to  raife  ones  indignation,  that  Ciavieie 
and  Le  Bran  his  accomplices  in  counter-revolu- 
tion, and  like  him,  refponfible  for  all  the  blood- 
shed in  La  Vendee,  fhould  Bill  retain  their  places 
' in  the  miniftry.  After  fuch  an  unpardonable  ad 
of  negligence,  am  I wrong  in  merely  accufing  of 
weaknefs  the  Committee  or  Public  Safety  ? 


fhe  Club  in  the  fitting  of  the  igth  of  May  1793, 
the  fecond  year  of  the  French  Republic,  have  decreed 
the  impreffion  and  difiribuiion  of  this  Pamphlet,  and 
that  it  fhould  be  fent  to  the  corresponding  Societies » 
figned  Bentabofet  Prefideut ; -Champertois,  Vice 
> Prefident ; Coupe  deTOife,  Duquefnoy,  Sambat, 
Coindre,  all  Members  of  the  Convention , and  I rieuic 
Member  of  the  Conjlituent  AJfembly , Secretaries , 
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